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tion, we need to remember its root mean- 
ing. It is primarily “a recreating: re- 
freshment of strength and spirits after 
toil.” There are certain subtle dangers 
in this field against which Christian 
workers must be on their guard. One is 


hurts us, but rather our human specula- 
tions on some of the great mysteries of 
life which God has not seen fit to ex- 
plain to us; not our’prayer, but our wan- 
dering thoughts in prayer; not our asso- 
ciation with Christians, but our dwelling 
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11:5). The mind and spirit are easily 
affected by the body, and outdoor exer- 
cise and rest are needed in times of 
stress and strain. But let us never make 
the mistake of trying to quench the 
thirst of our spirits in the broken cis- 
terns of this world. The Lord Jesus said, 
“If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me, and drink . . . but this spake he of 
the Spirit, which they that believe on 
him should receive” (John 7:37, 39). 
The promise of perfect peace is to the 
one whose mind is stayed on nothing and 
no one but God (Isa. 26:3). 


times of deep sorrow, or illness, or the 
strain of overwork, or the anguish of 
mind caused by misunderstandings and 
disagreements, or the constant wearing 
down effect of any large task. It is the 
mistake of trying to find relief for the 
deepest needs of the spirit in light and 
frivolous reading, purely social gather- 
ings, or the pursuit of a hobby. It is a 
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Let not your courage fail! 
Against His Church the gates of hell 
Shall never more prevail. 


‘Let all your things be done 
In love” for Him who died, 


of Christian souls. We must by prayer 
contend against “principalities, against 


‘powers, against the rulers of the dark- 


ness of this world.” The believer must 
seek the face of God in this conquest 


As our Lord says, pray, “Deliver us from 
evil.” By temptations the Devil seeks 
those he would devour. Job fell into 
the sieve of Satan. You recall that his 
captivity turned when he “prayed for 
his friends.” Prayer is our God-given 


thers He alone may have the praise, and must throw his lot in with God ‘ 
efore And God be glorified. against the Evil One. God hears and weapon against the great Adversary. 
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Beware of Substitutes! 


_ Only God.can satisfy the thirsty soul. 
Relaxation is needed for body and mind, 
but'the spirit can find relief for its deep- 
est only in Him. There areemany 

e sports and diversions that re- 
lieve'and renew the body and the mind, 
ot ttanis,. swimming, . golf, canoe- 


answers. We must help each other. 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“He staggered not at the promise 
of God through unbelief; but was 
strong in faith, giving glory to 
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God” (Rom. 4:20). 
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The weakest saint upon his knees. 
—Cowper. 
Much more will he tremble when the 
Church of God with one voice prays to 
God who performeth all things for her. 
Christian, dost thou see them 
On the holy ground, 
How the powers of evil 
Rage thy steps around? 
Christian, up and smite them, 
Counting gain but. loss; 
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Smite them by the merit 
Of the Saviour’s cross. 
Christian, dost thou feel them, 
How they work within, 
Striving, tempting, luring, 
Goading on to sin? 
Christian, never tremble: 
Never yield to fear; 
Smite them by the virtue 
Of unceasing prayer. 

—Credited to St. Andrew of Jerusalem 
(A.D. 660). 

We must oppose Satan on our knees; 
as Paul says’ “Praying always with all 
{kinds of] prayer . .. in the Spirit” 
(Eph, 6:18). The contest for the good 
of the Church and to rescue sinners from 
Satan’s kingdom must be fought at the 
Throne of Grace. So pray reverently, 
benevolently, and competitively. But 
you must also pray rejoicingly. 

IV. We Must Pray CONFIDENTLY 


Knowing that God is eternally victor, 
and that Christ shall soon see “all things 
put under Him,” take heart. Hope in 
God! “Now the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, that 
ye may abound in hope, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 15:13). 

Only a hope-filled believer can pray 
with triumph. Believe in God’s ultimate, 
eternal triumph over all the powers of 
hell. 

Angels and men before Him fall; 
And devils fear and flee. 

This God-inspired hope is the crown 
of prayer. Luther in the Reformation 
contended thus with the powers of dark- 
ness. Hear him sing, “A mighty fortress 
is our God.” 

And though this world, with devils filled, 

Should threaten to undo us; 
We will not fear, for God hath willed 
His truth to triumph through us. 


Let goods and kindred go, 

This mortal life also; 

The body they may kill: 

God’s truth abideth still, 

His kingdom is for ever. 

The members of the Body of Christ 
all have the same Father, the same 
Spirit, the same hope, the same Saviour, 
the same love, joy, and peace; the same 
fellowship, needs, labors, experiences, 
oppositions, sorrows, cares, and destiny. 
And on the way to God we all have to 
reckon with the same temptations, the 
same great Adversary. He holds a 
grudge against us for leaving his serv- 
ice; he is strong, wily, wicked, and em- 
ploys sharp temptations that appeal to 
our lusts. He knows if he can get us 
into a carnal state he can ruin our tes- 
timony and labors. He suits his baits 
to our desires. He aims to give us 
disgusts of various sorts, to get us dis- 
gruntled, and to cause us to fall out 
with one another. He would divide 
the flock of God and devour the 
sheep. Our safety lies in being of 
the same mind in the Lord; in not fall- 


ing out with one another, even though . 


we may not always be able to fall in 
with one another. 
If we keep happy in the Lord, rejoic- 
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This Subscriber Is Glad 


T IS not pleasant for the Man- 

agement of a periodical such as 
THe Sunpay ScHooLt TIMEs to an- 
nounce an increase in subscription 
prices, as was done on March 18, 
1950. But letters such as the fol- 
lowing to the Editor, make the task 
lighter, and bring encouragement. 


Dear Brother: Dayton, Ohio. 


You deserve many words of loving 
appreciation from the members of 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times family for 
the wonderfully beautiful, helpful 
messages that you are giving us every 
week, and I want to thank you with 
all my heart for them. Every issue 
of the Tres is a treasury of spiritual 
riches and a minister of blessing to 
many, many hearts. It is a great joy 
that its writers “earnestly contend 
for the faith which was once deliv- 
ered unto the saints."" How much we 
need such witnesses for our beloved 
Lord Jesus Christ everywhere, in 
these days of heart-breaking apos- 
tasy ! 

I am so glad that you and your 
dear comrades have decided to make 
a needed increase in the subscription 
price of the Times. You are abun- 
dantly warranted in taking such ac- 
tion in these days of generally higher 
costs, and no price is commensurate 
with the spiritual value of the Tims, 
for such a publication is invaluable. 

Your brother in Christ, 
Eben M. Cary. 

It is hoped that many Times 
readers will have a similar under- 
standing of the necessity of keep- 
ing the proper balance between 
income and expense which has led 
the Board of Directors to decide 
upon an increase of 50 cents a year 
in each subscription. 

Beginning June 1 of this year, 
the new rates will be as follows, 
all stated in U.S.A, dollars: 


Single subscriptions: 

United States $3.00 per year 

Canada —- 

Foreign ee @' oS 

Clubs of five or more: 

United States $2.50 per year 

Canada .. iae..*. 9 

Foreign wae. © 

Short-term subscriptions: 
18 weeks $1.00 
These new rates do not apply to: 

1. Unexpired subscriptions, 

2. Subscription renewals or new 
subscriptions received on or 
before June 1. 

These new rates do apply to: 

1. New subscriptions mailed on 
or after June 1. 

2. Subscriptions, renewable after 
June 1, for which the renewals 
are mailed on or after June 1, 
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ing that God reigneth, assured of ulti. 
mate victory through our Lord Jesy 
Christ, claiming that victory on th 
ground of Christ’s blood and God’s sup 
word of promise, we shall pray as we 
ought, and experience the graces oy 
Lord sets before us in this pattem 
prayer. Let us, therefore, approach Him 
after the due order — reverently, beney. 
olently, earnestly, and confidently. Enter 
God’s presence with a bow. Express jp 
God’s presence your love, your desires 
your faith, and you leave with the song: 

“Thine is the kingdom, 

The power, 

And the glory, 

For ever !” 
Let this always be your manner of 
prayer. 4 

(To be concluded) 


Notes on Open Letters 


Christadelphianism 


We wish to thank you for sending ts 
THE SunDay ScHoo. TIMEs so regularly, 
We do not know what we would d 
without it, for we use it not only for 
our own personal reading, but we also 
use some of its articles for our Braille 
magazine. Perhaps we have written 
you before that we are publishers of 
a monthly Braille magazine which con- 
tains the Rev. R. A. Torrey’s “Gist of 
the Lesson,” and whatever space we 
have left we use for articles from the 
TIMEs and other periodicals. 

Just now we are reading with much 
interest your continued articles about 
“Jehovah’s Witnesses” [by D. F. Ack- 
land]. And this suggests something 
else to me. In either your Notes om 
Open Letters or in some other article, 
will you please give us something 
about the teaching of the Christadel- 

hians? I received a Braille magazine 

rom Great Britain which appeared to 
be Scriptural in its teaching, but the 
more I read of it, the more I realized 
that its teaching was not right, and 
when they sent us an inkprint oe 
we saw it was Christadelphian ° 
ing. The Christadelphians evidently 
teach that Jesus is the Son of , but 
that He is not God. I think they als 
teach the sleep of the dead and the 
annihilation of the wicked. I feel that 
it is important that our blind friends, 
as weil as others, should know about 
this false teaching, for many do not 
know the Word of God well enough to 
discern it. We shall appreciate any 
help you can give us along this line. 
(Miss) Grace Allen, librarian, The 
Full Gospel Publishing Co. for_the 
Blind, 431 Delaney St., Orlando, Fla. 


“Heresies Exposed” is the title of a fine 
handbook which contains “a brief criti- 
cal examination in the Light of the Holy 
Scriptures of some of the prevailing 
heresies and false teachings of today.” 
It was compiled by William C. Irvine, 
editor of the Indian Christian (obtain 
able from Loizeaux Bros,, 19 W. 21st St, 
New York 10, at 75 cents a copy.) 
Twenty-five forms of error are discussed, 
and from the chapter on “Christadel 

(Continued on page 353) 
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The Bible—Our Lord’s Book 


His comfort in trial, and His sword in temptation 





take heed to the words of John 

Wesley written in his preface to 
a volume of his sermons, and published 
in London in the year 1825. He writes: 
“]-want to know one thing, the way to 
Heaven: how to land safe on that happy 
shore. God Himself has condescended to 
teach the way; for this very end He 
came from Heaven. He hath written it 
down in a bodk ! Oh, give me that book! 
At any price, give me the book of God! 
Ihave it: here is knowledge enough for 
me. Let me be homo unius libri” (a 
man of one book). 


lL Ir Was THE Book or His YOUTH 
See Him in the Temple at Jerusalem, 
“sitting in the midst of the doctors 
[teachers], both hearing them, and ask- 
ing them questions” (Luke 2:46). Here, 
at the age of twelve years, He was talk- 
ing about the things of the Bible. It 
had been His Book in the home at Naz- 
aeth. His mother, no doubt, had been 
His first teacher, and, like Timothy later, 
it could be said of Him “that from a 
child thou hast known the holy scrip- 
tures.” But He had also read and pon- 
dered them for Himself. This must ac- 
count for the statement of Luke, later 
in his record of this Temple incident, 
“And all that heard him were aston- 
ished at his understanding and answers.” 
The conversation of the teachers in the 
Temple was about the Bible, its laws 
and prophecies. This Boy of twelve un- 
derstood them so well that He amazed 
those. old rabbis. It is to this period of 
His life that these words of Psalm 119: 
#100 apply: “I have more understand- 
ing than all my teachers: for thy testi- 
monies are my meditation. I understand 
more than the ancients, because I keep 
thy precepts.” 
I. Ir Was THE Book or His MANHOOD 
For eighteen years there is a silence 
er the life of our Lord at Nazareth; 
but, when He emerges into public notice, 
we find Him perfect master of one Book, 
the Bible, and using it only as a master 
tfitcan. What had He been doing with 
that Book during those silent years? 
There can be but one correct answer: 
He had made it the Book of His con- 
sant perusal. As a young man grow- 
ing up in Nazareth, He had read again 
Md again, and pondered this wonderful 
He more than any other could 
Sy, “O how love I thy law! it is my 
Meditation all the day” (Psa, 119:97). 
Do you know that the Book of Psalms 
fives us a picture of the inner life, the 
Mart life of our Lord Jesus, more than 
thes the Gospel story of His life? And 
ti Psalms reveal to us that He was 
@Ver a lover of the Word of God. The 


oie 


fie minister of the Word should 


In the Bible Study Number of the 
Times in January, Dr. Petrie of the 
Simpson Bible Institute, Seattle, 
gave seven ways in which the Lord 
Jesus testified to the authority and 
authenticity of the Scriptures. In 
this article, he shows how the Lord 
Jesus used it in His own ministry — 
an appropriate message for minis- 
ters. Many years ago, Robert Mur- 
ray McCheyne, the godly young 
Scottish preacher, arranged a plan 
for reading the Bible through in one 
year. Dr. Petrie writes: “My own 
method of reading the Bible is the 
Robert Murray McCheyne method, 
which I have used since the age of 
about fifteen. I recommend it every- 
where, and nearly all of our students 
here have been induced to adopt it. 
I know no better method, and I am 
acquainted with many others.” 








first Psalm is a picture of Him. He 
meditated in the Law of the Lord day 
and night. It was His food always. 

' The Bible is the book for manhood. 
Thousands have found it so. It is al- 
ways fresh and pure. It appeals to the 
manhood of the world as no other book 
can. Alfred the Great, King of Eng- 
land, was a great reader of the Bible 
in his young manhood. He copied out the 
Book of Psalms with his own hand, and 
carried the copy in his bosom that he 
might read it whenever he had time. 
The youthful Lady Jane Grey chose 
rather to read the Bible than join in 
the pleasures of other members of the 
family. And when asked why she chose 
the Bible rather than youthful pleas- 
ures, she answered, “All other pleasures 
are only shadows compared to those I 
find in reading this blessed Book.” 


III. Ir Was THE Book or His 
TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS 

One great incident is enough to prove 
this. Look at Him in the temptation in 
the wilderness. His first answer to 
Satan is filled with illumination and light 
on the subject before us. “Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God” (Matt. 4:4). What does this in- 
dicate but that during His fast of forty 
days He had been living on the Word 
of God? Physically He had fasted forty 
days and forty nights (Matt. 4:2). Dur- 
ing that time many insinuations had 
been thrust into His holy mind from 
Satan, but He was inwardly and spir- 
itually nourishing His spirit on the Word 
of God, and His first reply to Satan 
proves that. But that is not all. Again 
and yet again he replied to Satan with 
the words of the Bible. He found the 
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Bible to be the Book of His trials and 
temptations. What true saint has not? 
In trial and testing and temptation, what 
book do the people of God turn to? Al- 
most the universal answer is, “The 
Bible.” No Christian will ever or can 
ever inwardly and spiritually understand 
the Book of Job or the Psalms till he 
has been where Job and David were. 
What book did John Bunyan find most 
helpful during his long imprisonment? 
The Bible. How he read it, and pon- 
dered it, and treasured it! What poor 
comfort many books prove in time of 
temptation and trial. Martin Luther 
had many sore and great trials and tribu- 
lations and temptations. We know from 
his book, “Table Talk,” where he went 
for strength and comfort. He says: 
“The Psalms, almost in every verse, 
speak of nothing but tribulations, per- 
plexities, sorrows, and troubles; they are 
a book of tribulations. To hold fast and 
sure to the Word, in time of such trials 
and vexations, as David did—oh, this 
is of inestimable value!” Is it any won- 
der that he said, “Three things make a 
saint: prayer, meditation, temptation”? 


IV. Ir Was THE Book or His MINISTRY 
IN TEACHING AND PREACHING 

One important example claims our at- 
tention in this regard. It is the passage 
in Luke 4:16-21. “He .. . stood up for 
to read.” He read the Scriptures. He 
knew where to find what He wished to 
read. “He found the place where it was 
written.” He honored the Bible in His 
public ministry. Having read the pas- 
sage found, He said, “This day is this 
scripture fulfilled in your ears.” He ex- 
pounded Scripture in His public minis- 
try. What an example this is to min- 
isters of today! Truly the Bible was the 
Book of our Lord’s ministry in teaching 
and preaching. He did most certainly 
“preach. the word.” He could say of 
Himself, “The sower soweth the word” 
(Mark 4:14). Many congregations 
throughout Christendom today are suf- 
fering a famine of the Word of God. The 
Word is not preached. Ministers, let us 
be ministers of the Word. Read it in 
the church services, preach it, expound 
it, let it out. It is your book of. ser- 
mons; preach them! The late Dr. James 
M. Gray used to tell the ministers’ that 
if they would only preach the Word, 
the Bible, it would lighten the labor- of 
the ministry. How true that is! God 
has supplied His ministers with a Book 
of sermons, ready to hand. Let us use 
them. Look at the great sermons of the 
first Christian preachers, published for 
us in the Acts of the Apostles. Peter’s 
great sermon on the day of Pentecost 
is nothing but a recital of Scripture and 
an exposition of what he had recited 
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(Acts 2). Stephen’s sermon before the 
council is a fervent recital of Scripture 
history, with an application thrown in 
here and there. Paul’s sermon in Pisidian 
Antioch is much the same. Is it any 
wonder that “the next sabbath day came 
almost the whole city together to hear 
the word of God”? If there is any state- 
ment that should always be ringing in 
the mind and heart of the minister of 
Christ, it is this, “Preach the word” (2 
Tim, 4:2). It was the Book of our Lord’s 
public ministry; may it be ours also. 


V. It Was THE Book oF 
His DISPUTATIONS 


Again and again the Lord had to meet 
the disputations of the scribes and Phari- 
sees. They questioned Him about many 
matters of faith and duty, and their 
Law, the Scriptures. But He always 
answered them with Scripture. In Mark 
7:1-13 we find Him referring to the Word 
of God. They had put their traditions 
above the Word of ‘God: indeed, they 
had buried the Word of God under their 
many traditions. He resurrected the 
Word of God from the grave of Jewish 
traditions. In matters of doctrine, He 
went straight to the Word of God. See 
it in Matthew 22:23-46. In the matter 
of the Resurrection, a great doctrine of 
the Bible, He said to them: “Ye do err, 
not knowing the scriptures.” In the all- 
important doctrine concerning His deity, 
He again went to the Scriptures, refer- 
ring to the statement of David —or 
rather, the Holy Spirit through David — 
in which His deity is clearly set forth. 
To us, too, the word is sent: “To the 
law and to the testimony: if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them” (Isa, 8:20). 
With Him it was always, “What saith 
the scripture?” So, too, it must be 
with His people. 

The Reformers made good use of the 
Word of God and raised it up out of the 
mass of traditions under which the Ro- 
man Church had put it. Athanasius at 
the Council of Nicaea (A.D. 325), and 
Luther at the Diet of Worms (A.D. 1521), 
furnish wonderful instances of the use 
of the Bible in disputations. In the 
great disputation concerning the deity of 
Christ, denied by the aged presbyter, 
Arius, and upheld by the young Athana- 
sius, the Emperor Constantine could not 
help deciding in favor of Athanasius be- 
cause of his able handling of the Scrip- 
tures in proof of the deity of Christ. 


VI. Ir Was THE Book or His Sorrows 


Our Lord was indeed a Man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief. But 
in the time of His crowning sorrows, 
which centered around His mock trial 
before Pilate and the Jewish high priest, 
He found comfort in the Word of God, 
His own precious Bible. It is quite 
likely that He prayed through the entire 
102d Psalm in Gethsemane. That Psalm 
suits that time of His life better than 
any other. But standing before the high 
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priest, alone and unbefriended, He could 
say in the words of Scripture, “Hereafter 
shall ye see the Son of man sitting on 
the right hand of power, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 26:64). 
He was quoting the words of Psalm 110:1 
and Daniel 7:13. 

The Bible was truly the Book of our 
Lord’s sorrows. It has been the Book of 
God’s people in all their sorrows. Our 
Lord must have said, “This is my com- 
fort in my affliction: . thy word” 
(Psa. 119:50). Many others have also 
said it. 


VII. Ir Was THE Book or His 
SUFFERINGS AND DEATH 


One has only to read over the use our 
Lord made of Scripture while on the 
cross of suffering to see this. Oh, how 
He used the Bible in those hours! Of 
the seven sayings the Lord spoke from 
the cross, three of them are forthright 
quotations from His beloved Scriptures. 
“My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me” were quoted from Psalm 22. 
And it is likely that that whole Psalm 
went through His holy mind while on 
the cross. When He said, “I thirst,” He 
quoted Psalm 69, having His mind on 
the words of verse 21, “in my thirst.” 
And finally, He gave up His spirit with 
the very words of Scripture, quoting the 
words of Psalm 31:5: “Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit” (Luke 
23:46). Is there any other book that 
brings real comfort in the hour of suf- 
fering and death? In his biography of 
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Mark Twain, Ferguson tells us that jp 
his last illness, in spite of severe pain 
from time to time, he read a paragraph 
of his favorite author, Carlyle; but du. 
ing his last hours on earth, R. A. Torrey 
read his German Bible, his Revisej 
Bible, and his Authorized Bible (S, § 
Tres, Nov. 27, 1928); and Sir Walter 
Scott, with a library of over 20, 
volumes, wanted only the Bible read tp 
him at the last. 


VIII. THe Brste Was THE Book or 
Our Lorp’s TRIUMPHANT RESURRECTION 


Let anyone read over the story of the 
wonderful walk to Emmaus as recorded 
in Luke 24, and there may be seen this 
truth. What did our Lord do during 
that walk? Why, He expounded the Oj 
Testament Scriptures. He might easily 
have convinced those believers of His 
personal resurrection by showing them 
His hands there and then, but He dij 
not. Instead, He turned their attention 
to the Scriptures so that, when they 
should lose His visible presence, their 
faith might be grounded on the Bible 
It was a wonderful afternoon — that aft. 
ernoon when the now resurrected Lon 
opened up the truths of the Scriptures to 
those two sorrowful believers. No won- 
der their hearts burned within them a 
He talked with them by the way, and 
opened to them the Scriptures (Luke 
24: 32). 

Fellow ministers, may we be like ow 
Lord Jesus, ministers of one Book —ani 
that Book, the Bible. 


IV. Rome's Use of Indulgences and the Mass 


Two evils born in superstition and issuing in crass materialism 


N THE sixteenth century the sale of 

indulgences caused such a scandal 
that it was the chief factor in bringing 
about the Protestant Reformation. This 
abuse was a gradual development which 
grew out of the practice of imposing 
penance for known sins. The argument 
was that if a priest had the power to 
impose penance, he had power to re- 
move what he had imposed; therefore 
in general to remit punishment for sins. 
In the year 1030 several bishops in the 
Province of Limousin in southern France 
conceived the idea of promising peni- 
tents a partial remission of penance as 
a reward for pious works. This was 
sanctioned by the popes; and from 1063 
onward, penitents were promised total 
remission of sins as reward for enlist- 
ment in the holy wars against Islam. 
The great success of Urban II, with this 
means of recruiting troops for the First 
Crusade in 1095, led the Church to re- 
model this means of grace into what was 
called an indulgence. In the course of 
time an indulgence came to mean a par- 
tial or full remission of purgatorial pun- 
ishment, which gave the idea a great 
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impetus. In the Eastern churches, where 
purgatory was not recognized, indul- 
gences never found favor. As early a 
1166 the English bishops, with the ap 
proval of Pope Alexander III, granted 
indulgences for a money contribution to 
carry on the Crusades. Then in 118 
Pope Gregory VIII granted full abso 
lution to such alms-givers; and finally 
Innocent III established this as a perma- 
nent practice. The indulgence thus be 
came a money-making scheme which had 
great possibilities, 

When the Crusades ended it became 
necessary to find some new inducement 
to buy indulgences. To this end, Pope 
Boniface VIII in 1300 established the 
“Jubilee Indulgence,” which promised 
full remission of penance to all who 
made a pilgrimage to Rome in the jubi- 
lee year. Boniface decreed that this 
should take place once a century, bit 
in 1343 Clement VI, with an eye to his 
own pontificate, reduced the interval # 
fifty years. Again in 1389 Urban Vi 
set the interval at thirty-three yeals 
ostensibly in remembrance of the life 
span of Jesus; and finally, in 1470, Pal 
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fl reduced it to twenty-five years. From 
4990 onward the Church also granted 
indulgences to those who made a money 
entribution in lieu of a pilgrimage to 
Rome; and from the fifteenth century 
qward, indulgences were freely offered 
for sale as “holy commodities.” 

The idea of indulgences created in the 
lity the desire to procure grace also 
for the poor souls in purgatory. From 
the thirteenth century onward, the 
preachers of indulgences encouraged this 
desire and, after Thomas Aquinas, the 
theologians seconded them. The indul- 
gnce for the dead was first established 
by Pope Sixtus IV in 1476. This proved 
to be very popular, and pious people 
pought indulgences for the dead by the 
dozen, . This encouraged the Church to 
add extra inducements as a bonus, and 
the purchaser of an indulgence was 
ganted four benefits: first, a confes- 
sonal letter which entitled the holder te 
be absolved from all ordinary offenses 
a any time; second, a “butter letter,” 
orpermission to eat butter, eggs, and the 
like, but not meat, on fast days; third, 
permission to substitute other good 
works for vows; and fourth, a share in 
the “spiritual treasury” of the Church. 
This spiritual treasury was defined as a 
c@mmon reservoir of merit, formed by 
the surplus good works of Christ and 
the saints ! 


The Diversion of Indulgence Money 


The enormous sums realized by the 
sale of indulgences for special purposes, 
sch as building St. Peter’s at Rome, 
were sometimes diverted from the spe- 
cifie purpose for which they were raised, 
Thus it is on record that Pope Leo X 
diverted indulgence money raised for 
S$, Peter’s to finance his private pleas- 
wes, such as his passion for card play- 
ing The indulgence preacher, John 
Tetzel, whose methods scandalized Ger- 
many, would cap his sales talk by buy- 
ing an indulgence for some _ supposi- 
titious dead person, and as his coins 
tinkled in the chest would cry out, “Now 
lam sure of his salvation and need pray 
for him no longer !” 
Such crass materialism, which per- 
vades all Romanism, reaches its culmi- 
mation in the Mass. In the apostdlic 
twreh there were two sacraments in- 
stituted by Christ Himself: baptism and 
theLord’s Supper. The Church of Rome 
las added five others, none of which 
lave any basis in Scripture. These 
¥en sacraments are the Mass, baptism, 
@ifirmation, penance, marriage, holy 
Mets, and extreme unction. The chief 
dement in the Mass is the wafer, which 
itis claimed the priest has power to 
lum into the actual body of Christ. The 
@léchism of the Council of Trent says, 
‘The real body of Christ, the same that 
W# born of the Virgin and sits at the 
‘hand of the Father in heaven, is 
in the sacrament.” Thomas 
ie, the English friar, on one occasion 
of had consecrated the Host, saw 
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a mouse run along the altar and dis- 
appear with the Host in its mouth. This 
incident shook his faith in transubstan- 
tiation. He renounced popery, and sub- 
sequently became chaplain of the Prot- 
estant forces sent by Cromwell against 
the Spanish West Indies. A great sacri- 
lege inherent in the doctrine of the Mass 
lies in the power attributed to the priest 
to change a wafer into the actual body 
of Christ. This doctrine was stated by 
a priest in his sermon, who said: “I 
never invite an angel to come down 
from heaven to hear Mass. The only 
person in heaven I ever ask to come 
down is Jesus Christ, and Him I com- 
mand to come down!” 


Tradition Ranked Above the Bible 


This materialistic doctrine of the Mass 
is a relic of the superstition of the Dark 
Ages. Catholics rank tradition above 
the Bible, but certainly the early Church 
Fathers held no such views. If they 
have such reverence for tradition, let 
them read the Fathers’ exposition of 
Jesus’ discourse on the bread of life in 
the sixth chapter of John’s Gospel. 
Origen said: “You must know that they 
are figures which are written in the 
sacred volume. . . . There is a letter 
that killeth him who does not interpret 
in a spiritual sense, for if you follow 
according to the letter this saying, ‘Un- 
less ye eat my flesh and drink my blood,’ 
it is a letter that killeth” (In Lev. hom. 7). 

Augustine said of this same discourse: 
“Now what does He mean by these 
words, ‘Doth this offend you?’ Do you 
imagine that I shall take parts of My 
body which you see, and that I shall 
take My members to pieces to give them 
to you? ‘What and if ye shall see the 
Son of man ascend up where he was 
before?’ It is certain that He who 
ascended whole can not be eaten” (De 
Verb. Apos. Sermo 2). 

Tertullian said of this passage: “His 
discourses are spirit and life. He de- 
clares the same discourse to be also His 
flesh, and for that reason is to be sought 
and eaten by hearing, and chewed by 
understanding, and digested by faith; 
for a little while before, He had pro- 
nounced His flesh to be heavenly meat, 
urging still under the figures of neces- 
sary food the remembrance of their 
fathers” (De Resur.). 

Athanasius said: “To how many per- 
sons, think you, could His body have 
been literally food, so as to be food for 
the whole world? In order to turn 
away their minds from carnal thoughts, 
and that they might learn that the flesh 
that He would give them was heavenly 
and spiritual food, He on this occasion 
mentioned the ascent of the Son of man 
to heaven.” 

Eusebius said: “He designed to teach 
them that what they had heard of His 
flesh and blood was to be understood in 
a spiritual sense, as if He had said: Do 
not think that I am speaking of the 
flesh by which I am surrounded, as if 
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ye ought to eat that; nor imagine that 
you are to drink My sensible and cor- 
poreal blood; but you must clearly un- 
derstand that the words which I speak 
unto you are spirit and life, so that the 
words and discourse are flesh and blood; 
and if a man eat of them as feasting on 
celestial food, he shall be a partaker of 
life eternal” (B3 Eccl. Theol.). 

These comments by some of the fore- 
most theologians of the early Church 
are far removed from the mystical doc- 
trine of the Mass, which was definec 
by the Council of Trent as an unblood) 
sacrifice, and yet a continuation of the 
sacrifice of the cross. Such a definition 
involves a direct contradiction, for if 
the Mass is an unbloody sacrifice, it 
cannot be a continuation of the work 
of the cross, which was above all else 
a bloody sacrifice, for we are redeemed 
by the blood of Christ, purchased by 
His blood, justified by His blood, have 
communion through His blood, are 
washed in His blood, made nigh by His 
blood, and have access to God through 
His blood. Ifthe Mass is an unbloody 
sacrifice, it cannot atone for sin, for the 
Old Testament certifies that “it is the 
blood that maketh an atonement for the 
soul”; and the New Testament confirms 
the fact that “without shedding of blood. 
is no remission” (Lev. 17:11; Heb, 9:22). 
Moreover, to say that the Mass is a con- 
tinuation of the work of the cross is to 
deny the perfection of Christ’s sacrifice, 
which the Scripture abundantly teaches 
was full, perfect, and complete. Thus 
the doctrine of the Mass sets up a rival 
to the cross in the work of redemption, 
and openly denies the sufficiency of 
Christ's sacrifice on Calvary. 


Transubstantiation an Essential Doctrine 


Associated with the Mass is the doc- 
trine of transubstantiation, which was 
decreed to be an essential doctrine of 
the Church by the Lateran Council in 
1225, and is thus a survival of the super- 
stition of the Dark Ages. This doctrine 
asserts that by the word of the officiat- 
ing priest—any priest at any time— 
the bread and wine of the Mass are 
transformed into the actual flesh and 
blood of Christ. If so the Mass would not 
be an unbloody sacrifice, nor a mystical 
sacrifice, but an actual sacrifice. The 
two doctrines are absolutely inconsistent 
and unreconcilable, although the Church 
of Rome asserts that both are essential 
beliefs necessary to salvation. There 
are also other major inconsistencies in 
the celebration of the Mass; one being 
that communicants are only allowed to 
partake of the wafer, whereas the priest 
alone drinks the wine. Thus the laity 
receives only half-communion, whereas 
Christ commanded His disciples to take 
bread and wine (Matt. 26:26-28). This 
practice of half-communion was insti- 
tuted by the Council of Constance (1414- 
1418) and confirmed by the Council of 
Trent (1545-1563). 


(To be continued) 
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Preaching Sermons Not Your Own 


Exposition of the Bible, from the Bible, in the Bible method 


IBLE exposition not plagiarism is 

meant by the title, “Preaching Ser- 
mons Not Your Own.” It speaks of one 
who goes to the pulpit with a clear 
conviction that he has a message and 
is a messenger —a conviction that can 
be so strong and definite that. the 
preacher’s attitude to his sermon is al- 
most impersonal — he has delivered God's 
truth, he has preached a sermon not his 
own. This is not to say that there is 
no labor and toil, study and thought in 
the preparation of it. 

It has been a ministry-long conviction 
of the writer that the greatest open field 
in the pulpit, in America today, is that 
of Bible exposition. Many talk in praise 
of it, but few do anything about it. 
America is waiting for the man who will 
build a ministry of power and of per- 
manence on the exposition of the Word, 
who will study the methods of exposi- 
tion as men now study topical preaching, 
and who will prepare with pains for 
such a ministry. The writer long be- 
lieved this, but did not know how to 
do it. Keenly does he remember how 
a series on First Thessalonians fell flat. 
It was only later that he learned of a 
simple, common-sense method, outlined 
below, which changed all that and made 
later years of ministry far more worth 
while and satisfying. 

The common American sermon today 
is topical. Some are Biblical, some are 
non-Biblical, and some are anti-Biblical. 
Most start with a text. Rather few are 
real expositions of the text. Too cften 
the text is taken, not as part of, but 
apart from, the context, and only a “pre- 
text,” a point of departure, As the Negro 
preacher said, “My sermon is basted 
onto” such a text. Campbell Morgan 
said, “There was a man who gave out 
a text and said, ‘That is my text. I am 
going to preach. Maybe we'll meet 
again, the text and I, maybe not.’ He 
was not going to preach at all, he was 
just going to talk!” Elspeth’s answer 
to her minister would fit such preachers, 
“Dominie, gin the text had the smallpox, 
ye wouldna hae caught the disease !” 

Such preaching may parallel the ex- 
perience of an associate in Africa, who 
was asked to preach to a strange tribe 
through an interpreter. He learned at 
the end that the interpreter had 
preached an independent sermon of his 
own, totally unrelated to the sermon of 
the preacher. 

Most writers on exposition say that 
it was the method of the Bible writers, 
prophets and apostles, and of our Lord 
Himself. Notice how much Christ quoted 
Scripture and interpreted it in its true 
meaning. He knew the Scriptures and 
He taught them. When asked where He 
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got His teaching, He said, “My teaching 
is not mine, but his that sent me” (John 
7:16, R.V.). “The things which I heard 
from him, these speak I unto the world” 
(John 8:26, R.V.). “As the Father taught 
me, I speak these things” (John 8:28, 
R.V.). Are we Christian ministers 
brighter than: that? 

Paul said, “For I received of the Lord 
that which also I delivered unto you” 


(1 Cor, 11:23). “For I delivered unto 
you . . . that which also I received” (1 
Cor. 15:3). Paul received directly; we 


receive through the Word. Should we 
therefore neglect to receive and to de- 
liver? Mark that “prophet” in both the 
Old and New Testaments is almost syn- 
onymous with “preacher.” The Bible 
defines a prophet as a “mouth” (Exod. 
4:16; 7:1, 2, R.V.). John the Baptist said 
he was a “voice.” Only incidentally was 
the prophet a foreteller, primarily he 
was a forthteller, and so is the preacher. 
Exposition was the method of Chrysos- 
tom, of Augustine, and the early preach- 
ers. It was the method of Chalmers, of 
Spurgeon, and Maclaren. 

Too many preachers spin a sermon like 
a spider’s web from their own inwards, 
“For every man’s own word shall be his 
burden [is his burden]; for ye have per- 
verted the words of the living God” 
(Jer, 23:36, R.V., margin). “They teach 
you vanity: they speak a vision of their 
own heart, and not out of the mouth of 


Jehovah” (Jer, 23:16). The Lord said 
to Ezekiel (Ezek. 13:2, 3, R.V.), “Say 
thou unto them that prophesy out of 


their Own heart, Hear ye the word of 
Jehovah: thus saith the Lord Jehovah, 
Woe unto the foolish prophets, that fol- 
low their own spirit, and have seen 
nothing” — goody-goody preaching of 
ethics and morals, which should be 
preached, but with no answer to the 
question, “Is there power by which to 
live it?” 

“Just what is meant by exposition?” 
the reader may ask. To the writer, the 
primary and simple definition is the most 
satisfying, “The act of exposing or bring- 
ing to view.” He thinks of it as bring- 
ing out the truth, of which the words 
are the vehicle, and holding that truth 
up to the light, exposing it. Preaching 
on a single verse, or less, may be ex- 
position, but. we have in mind the use 
of larger portions, because, ordinarily, 
only the inclusion of the larger portions 
can be full and true exposition. To get 
the full truth of a verse, one ordinarily 
needs the sweep of the truth of the para- 
graph or the chapter, or, it may be, of 
the whole book. 

The advantages of exposition are 
strong. The expositor speaks “with 
authority, not as the scribes,” because 
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he stands not on the base of his ow 
narrow personality, even though it be 
a brilliant one, but on the broad ang 
infinite base of the eternal Word of God 
A peril of the pulpit is egotism and self. 
exaltation. It is no slight advantage 
of exposition that one can come from 
the pulpit, conscious of having spoken 
tremendous lifesaving and life-building 
truths of God, and yet with no self. 
exaltation; what was spoken was not his 
own, but Another’s. Someone has said 
“Many preachers are not humble enough 
to preach expositorily.” When the text 
is only a point of departure, it may put 
no limit on the ego! 

Another marked advantage, contrary 
to the thinking of some, is the variety 
that exposition introduces. It deals with 
subjects and awakens questions as varied 
as human nature and as infinite as God 
the Revealer, that a preacher would not 
otherwise touch in a lifetime. Too, it 
makes it possible to touch topics other. 
wise untouchable, and that would be re. 
sented as pointedly personal in a topical 
sermon; but which, coming in regular 
course in exposition and with the tre. 
mendous impact of the Word, cannot be 
resented. Originality is relative, but 
more originality is possible in exposi‘ion 
because you are drawing on the thinking 
of an infinite One, “My thoughts are not 
your thoughts” one finds to be literally 
true. 

As to methods of exposition, one thing 
is absolutely essential, and that is to go 
to the Bible alone and let it speak. The 
writer tried but could never get hold 
till he learned this. Bible exposition 
ought to be exposition of the Bible, and 
the preacher ought to get it from the 
Bible. Does that sound silly? Yet many 
turn to commentaries and books about 
the Bible, rather than to the Book itself, 
The writer remembers a boyhood story 
in which the hero was on a quest for 
a recipe for good root beer. When he 
achieved his tasks, the fairy queen told 
him the secret,-“Make it out of roots!” 
Let your Bible exposition be Bible ex- 
position! The old French cooking recipe 
said, “First catch your rabbit!” 

This is the method of the masters. It 
has characterized the work of the great 
masters of exposition. It is to read your 
Bible book through, and read it throu’h, 
and reread it with many repetitions. Dr, 
James. M. Gray tells in his little beok, 
“How To Master the English Bible,” how 
it transformed his own ministry. Joseph 
Parker, who built his pulpit ministry on 
the method: of preaching consecutively 
through the Bible, said, “The first thing 
to do with the Bible is to read it; the 
second thing to do is to read it; then 
the third thing is to read it.” Griffith 
Thomas, “Let it be read through at a 
sitting, then it should he read again 
and again.” Norman B. Harrison says, 
“Let the epistle be read and reread. 
Read until He has typed the text into 
your mind. It is the road to the only 
worth-while originality in Bible study.” 
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This list could be lengthened. We 
heard Campbell Morgan state publicly 
that his method was to read a book 
through seventy-five to one hundred 
times before looking at a commentary. 
We, have found it a very rich experi- 
ence to read some books of the Bible 
as much as two hundred times. You 
get something that you could not get 
from one thousand commentaries. As 
the simple-minded, old colored woman 
told her pastor, “The Bible sure does 
shed a lot of light on them commen- 
faries.” But commentaries have their 
place. That place is after the Word has 
spoken. We are pleading, as Spurgeon 
said, that you “turn the lion loose; it 
does not need to be defended.” Give the 
Word of God a chance to speak, turn 
it loose ! 

The second step should be the use of 
the cross references. As our naval -fleet 
sometimes illuminated by the ships 
turning their great searchlights each on 
the other, the best light on the Bible 
is the light of the Bible itself. 

Third, use a good Bible dictionary. 
One of the richest we know is A. R. 
Fausset’s Bible Encyclopedia and Dic- 
tionary (Zondervan Pub, House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $4.95). 
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Fourth, turn to the commentaries. 
With such methods you will never lack 
topics or themes pressing for utterance, 
Rather your real trouble will be to find 
opportunities to present the truths that 
press upon you. 

How can exposition be presented? We 
have not been suggesting a running com- 
mentary on the text. Few, if any, do 
that successfully.. Unity and order are 
essential. We have found no one as 
suggestive and instructive in this as Grif- 
fith Thomas. He is a master at picking 
the central theme and bringing all the 
parts into an outline. Study his method, 
particularly in his book, “The Apostle 
John,” where he outlines the Gospel, the 
Epistles, and the Revelation. 

A Chinese proverb runs: 

If you plant for a year, plant grain. 

If you plant for ten years, plant trees. 

If you plant for a hundred years, plant 

men. 
May we add, “If you plant for eter- 
nity, plant the Word.” The highest gift 
you can wish for is to be able to speak 
the messages of God. “Desire earnestly 
spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may 
prophesy [preach]” (1 Cor, 14:1). 
SEATTLE. 


The Spirit's Moving in Portugal 


Souls saved and lives transformed in spite of fierce opposition 


EVIVAL appears to be touchint some 

of the far corners of the earth. Last 
teports from missionaries in Portugal 
give glowing accounts of a real Spirit- 
moved stirring among the people in the 
Catholic-dominated city of Marinha 
Grande, Portugal. 

For a number of weeks since last Jan- 
uary first services were held each eve- 
ning in the newly-erected Baptist church 
at Marinha Grande. The building, seat- 
ing seven hundred, was packed every 
night; sometimes hundreds were turned 
away. During the first three weeks of 
services, no invitation was given. Then, 
on January 22, the local Portuguese pas- 
tor felt led to give a simple, nonemo- 
tional invitation. When he did so, 182 
people came forward to accept Christ. 
During the next week, a total of 332 
people—all former Catholics — ex- 
Pressed a desire to accept Christ. 

Each person was personally dealt with. 
Many had serious problems to work out 
before they could have a clear testi- 
mony for the Lord, q 

Some of the problems were superficial 
and based on Catholic fears and super- 
stitions. One man asked, “I made a 
Pledge to Fatima [the Virgin Mary]. 
Must I pay that pledge?” 

Other problems were difficult to un- 
tangle. Many had been living out of 
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wedlock. The factory city of Marinha 
Grande has been a cesspool of immor- 
ality. 

On following nights, testimonies were 
permitted. One young boy stood to 
say that he did not know who his 
earthly father was, but now he could 
say that, in Christ, he knew his 
Heavenly Father. Immediately, an 
elderly, well-dressed man arose and said, 
“I am the boy’s father, and I, too, want 
to take Christ as my Saviour.” 

Another evening a twenty-five-year- 
old man stood and said, “I was a thief. 
Many here tonight know this, but I want 
all to know it because I am a new man. 
Christ has come into my heart.” 


Many, unable to speak, wrote their 
testimonies for the loeal pastor to read 
to the congregation. They told warm, 
moving stories of lives changed by the 
grace of God. 

Most of the preaching has been done 
by the local Portuguese pastor and other 
pastors from near-by towns, who take 
turns at the pulpit. Three missionaries 
have given occasional service. There 
has been no dominant personality. 
Preaching has been nonemotional and 
a simple presentation of the tryths of 
Scripture. Most of the converts have 
not come in response to any public in- 
vitation, but have sought out a pastor 
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or missionary to inquire how they might 
be saved. 

Every imaginable means has been used 
to stop the services and frighten the 
people away. More nuns have been 
brought into the town. The communists, 
incited by the enraged priests, painted 
huge hammers and sickles on the front 
of the new church building. Atheistic 
high school teachers have held public 
meetings declaring that there is no God, 
Communists have caused commotion in 
the balcony of the church and have in- 
terfered with the public address system. 
Still people have come, night after night, 
to accept Christ and to return later to 
tell of the new life they have found 
in Him. 

Portuguese papers, normally domi- 
nated by Catholic influence, publicized 
the meetings. Government spies have 
been present in every service, watching 
for any suggestion of a subversive move- 
ment. When one high government offi- 
cial visited the police chief of Marinha 
Grande, he was told, “I don’t know 
which church is true. One thing I can 
say is that these people have led men 
to give up drinking and carousing. 
Families have been united which were 
separated. I have sent secret police to 
watch the meetings. They report that 
the only thing done there is the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. The priests never did 
what the Baptists are doing. That is all 
I can say as a matter of information.” 


Because the change in the lives of the 
converts has been so marked, news of 
the revival has spread far beyond the 
city of Marinha Grande. In Lieria, 
several miles away, people have stood 
on the street discussing the strange go- 
ings on in their neighboring community. 
On one such occasion, the pastor of the 
Marinha Grande church was passing by 
and overheard one man say, “The people 
of Marinha Grande are crazy. Every- 
body there is attending the Baptist meet- 
ings.” 

One of the group, recognizing the 
pastor, called to him, and said, “I have 
just been told that the people in Marinha 
Grande are going crazy over your meet- 
ings. Is that true?” 

The pastor replied, “No. Now is the 
time in which the people of Marinha 
Grande are demonstrating that they are 
of a sound mind!” 

Instructing the new converts is dif- 
ficult. Without any background in the 
Bible, and having been taught Catholic 
doctrines since childhood, teaching must 
be simple, Bible centered, and complete. 
Classes are held for new converts each 
evening between ten and eleven o'clock 
after the services, with different age 
groups meeting each evening. Pastors 
and missionaries help in the instruction. 
The hundreds attending these classes 
come after a long, hard day of manual 
labor, and an evening church service! 
Some of the converts are influential men 
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of the city. Missionaries and pastors 
alike testify that they never have seen 
such moving of the Spirit of God. 

The Rev. John Oliveira, a missionary 
to Portugal for fifty years, now serving 
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with the Conservative Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society, declares it to be “to my 
knowledge the most marvelous move- 
ment in any Roman Catholic country.” 


WHEATON, ILL, 


Finding What You Want When You Want It 


How the Sunday school teacher and worker can file materials for instant use 


T IS one thing to have materials for 

Christian work, but quite another to 
have them available at the right time, 
which often means on a moment’s notice. 
The system I have worked out has 
proved so valuable that I should like 
to share it. 

An excellent library of reference 
material can be assembled from things 
ordinarily thrown away. It will include 
pictures, poems, stories, patterns, and the 
like. They are to be found on every 
hand. The problem is to file them so 
they can be used. 

My system began with a few loose- 
leaf notebooks and cardboard boxes. We 
will discuss the notebooks first. Get a 
number of binders taking 9%x6 inch 
paper. Everyone who works with chil- 
dren has a few programs for special 
days, such as Christmas and Easter. 
Punch them and put them in one of the 
binders, Put a gummed label on the back 
indicating the contents. At first all 
special-day materials can be put in the 
same binder, separated by sheets marked 
with index tabs. You will often run 
across poems or songs suitable for spe- 
cial days. Paste them on a sheet of 
notebook paper and put them in the 
binder. Doubtless you will come across 
some songs or poems that cannot be 
clipped. Put reference sheets in your 
notebook telling where these can be 
found. 

Soon your initial notebook will have 
to be expanded into several notebooks. 
Christmas and Easter are most prolific 
of materials, and Mother’s Day runs 
a close third. Then there are Children’s 
Day, Father’s Day, Rally Day, Thanks- 
giving, New Year's, and several others. 
These lesser days can share one note- 
book indefinitely, separated by index- 
tabbed sheets. 

In planning devotional programs one 
is in continual need of spiritual poems. 
You no doubt have many tucked away 
where you can never find them. As- 
semble another notebook, equipped with 
alphabetical index tabs. Organize your 

ems carefully by topics, writing the 

ame of the topic at the top of each 
sheet, and filing them alphabetically. 
Paste the poems on one side of the sheet 
only. Insert references to poems con- 
tained in books or filed periodicals. Type 
off and insert choice poems from the 
public library; Im making up a pro- 
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gram, the sheet containing the poem to 
be used can be taken out and later re- 
turned to the book, 

If you are a children’s worker, you 
will want a notebook of children’s mate- 
rials — poems, songs, and conduct stories. 
Stick to the same uniform size of note- 
book, so that any of these materials 
may be transferred to a separate note- 
book to be used as a current work- 
book. Suitable conduct stories are worth 
saving. Also missionary stories. Dis- 
carded Sunday school papers often pro- 
vide choice materials. 

Many periodicals contain chalk talks 
and object lessons. These deserve a 
notebook by themselves, alphabetically 
arranged by topics. Include in it car- 
toons that can be adapted for flannel- 
graph or object lessons. Clip flannel- 
graph backgrounds from catalogs and 
paste them in. If you or anyone in your 
group does hymn illustrating, be on the 
lookout for bits of landscape that can 
be worked up into a picture. 

You may want a separate book of 
topical illustrations. They can be filed 
temporarily with the poems, but sooner 
or later they will demand larger space. 
The poems, too, will expand into sacred 
and secular, the latter embracing those 
on nature, friendship, and many other 
lovely things worth treasuring. 

Instructions for children’s handwork 
can be filed in the Children’s Book, but 
patterns need to be on typewriter size 
paper, punched and put in a large 
binder. Save patterns suitable for flan- 
nelgraph, and for Daily Vacation Bible 
School handwork. Your pattern books 
will become a priceless acquisition. 
Often you can get ideas and designs from 
public school journals, and from chil- 
dren’s home magazines. Your flannel- 
graphs will soon have to be in binders 
separate from the handwork. 

Many religious periodicals are too 
valuable to cut up. Punch them uni- 
formly with the typewriter size sheets. 
(For the thicker ones, use a leather 
punch, bought for a few cents at a hard- 
ware store.) If they are small enough, 
they can be put in the large size binders, 
Otherwise, put them together with long 
paper tacks. For covers use either mar- 
ble board, or the cardboard from dress 
boxes, glued to a wide strip of properly 
punched tagboard, which is flexible and 
extends around the backs of your papers. 
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With this arrangement you can take’, 
paper out and use it, saving ineop. 
venience and much wear and tear, 

Index the contents of these periogj. 
cals. List the poems topically in yoy 
poem books. List in a similar manne 
the object lessons, missionary and ep. 
duct stories, and usable cartoons. Im. 
portant articles should be listed on in. 
dex cards kept in an alphabetical car 
file. 

You will need a Mission Book, con. 
taining songs, poems, stories, and illus. 
trations. Missionary pictures and arti. 
cles will have to be kept elsewhere 
Missionary articles contained in periodj- 
cals should be listed in your card file 
Include those from magazines like Travel 
and National Geographic, as well as from 
your church papers. 

For the pictures and clipped articles 
get manila folders, letter size, or make 
your own from heavy grocery sacks 
Label each folder, and keep them in 
order. A tier of shirt boxes will hold 
them until you can afford a filing cab- 
inet. 

File all flannelgraphs after this fash- 
ion also, keeping every story, song, or 
object lesson separate and complete 
File your backgrounds, also the muslin 
and crayola maps, which you can make 
so easily, and use to such good advan. 
tage. 

A source of valuable materials often 
overlooked is the advertising pages of 
magazines. Search them for pictures 
suitable for illustrating Sunday school 
teaching: - You will be amazed to find 
how many are usable. After you get 
your collection well under way, seldom 
a week will pass without your going to 
it and selecting picturés for the next 
Sunday. It is so much easier than 
searching frantically through stacks of 
old . magazines—and much more re 
warding. Your picture file will include 
children, men and women, animals, birds, 
landscapes, school, sports, occupations 
and industries, geographical scenes, and 
countless other things. You will find it 
a gold mine. Include Bible pictures from 
calendars and elsewhere. 

File separately the Bible pictures from 
Primary Sunday school papers. Trim 
them and stand them in shoe boxes, the 
subjects separated by organizer ecards, 
which you will probably have to make 
from cardboard. Save all the left-over 
papers from the church office. You may 
even want to send to your publishing 
house for outdated ones which may be 
had for a trifle, for the children to us 
in Daily Vacation Bible School work- 
books. When Daily Vacation Bible School 
planning time comes round, you can tell 
at a glance just what you have. 

This preserving and filing of male 
rials may be done co-operatively, © 
serve an entire church group. If done 
individually, they will probably serve 
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the group anyway, and it is often easier 
to compile and use the files in a home 
than in the church office. The filing 
plan may be enlarged and extended end- 
lessly. Until you try it out, you have 
no idea what a wealth of usable mate- 
rial is near at hand, requiring only that 
it be put into usable form. 


FAYETTEVILLE, ARK. 
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A Reprint of 
Jonathan Edwards’ Great Sermon 


‘XTEW interest in Jonathan Edwards 
. has been aroused since the publica- 
tion last year of his edition of “The 
Life and Diary of David Brainerd,” as 
one of the volumes in the Wycliffe Series 
-ef Christian Classics issued by the 
Moody Press, Chicago. One of his 
famous sermons was “Sinners in the 
Hands of an Angry God,” for which Ed- 
wards took the text, “Their foot shall 
slide in due time” (Deut. 32:35). 


This sermon has been issued for the 
second time in recent years in a twenty- 
page leaflet. Single copies may be had 
for 20 cents, or six copies for $1, and 
larger quantities at correspondingly re- 
duced rates, from The Faith Publishers, 
I W. Rogers, manager, Hickory, Ky. 


The Revival in Columbia 
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Dr. Pache of Switzerland 
Now in America 


R. RENE PACHE of Vennes sur Lau- 
sanne, Switzerland, will be visiting 
North America this spring, lecturing at 
colleges and theological seminaries and 
speaking at various churches. Formerly 
a lawyer in Switzerland, he is now prin- 
cipal of the well-known Swiss Bible 
school, Institut Emmaus, and vice-presi- 
dent of the International Fellowship of 
Evangelical Students (the international 
Inter-Varsity Fellowship). He is recog- 
nized on the Continent for his Bible ex- 
positions and his writing. His latest 
book published last year, “Le Retour de 
Jesus Christ,” is considered one of the 
outstanding recent works on the sub- 
ject of the coming of the Lord Jesus. 
Dr. Pache’s itinerary included: 

April 6-10.—Fuller Theological 
Pasadena, Calif. 

April 12-21.—Dallas Theological Seminary, 
Dallas, Tex., to deliver the Griffith Thomas 
Memorial Lectures. 

April 22-25.—Chicago area. 

Quebec, Canada —a week of ministration to 
French Canadians under the sponsorship of 
Dr. Arthur C. Hill of Sherbrooke, Quebec. 

Dr. Packe comes to this country un- 
der the sponsorship of the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, 64 W. Randolph 
St., Chicago 1. 


Seminary, 


Condensed from a report by Donald E. Hoke, Columbia Bible College 


«]'VE been with statesmen, presidents, 

and kings, but this is the most 
thrilling moment of my life,” said Jus- 
tice James Byrnes, former Secretary of 
State, to Billy Graham. They had been 
sitting next to one another on the plat- 
form at the last meeting of the cam- 
paign on Sunday afternoon, March 12, 
in Columbia, S. C.. Forty thousand per- 
sons had overflowed the South Carolina 
University football stadium, and Gover- 
tor Thurmond estimated that it was the 
largest crowd ever gathered for any 
event in South Carolina. Two thou- 
sand people came forward to make de- 
cisions for Christ. 

The stadium rally was the climax of 
the three-weeks’ evangelistic crusade, 
during which the Township Auditorium, 
seating 3,500, was crowded every night. 
Definite decisions for Christ were made 
by 5,050 persons. 

“This has been the greatest campaign 
I have ever conducted,” said Billy 
Graham. “But I want no glory for 
this. All the glory and praise go to God, 
for -He has done it. There have been 
three reasons why God has given us this 
feat movement of His Spirit here. The 
first is, the prayers of the thousands of 
People who backed this campaign. The 
stond, the power of the Holy Spirit in 

r g men; and the third, the power 
ofthe Word of God when it is preached.” 


The greatest single meeting prior to 
the Sunday rally was held Thursday 
afternoon, March 2, when 4,000 high 
school and junior high school young- 
sters jammed the auditorium. There 
was no joking, laughter, or over-emo- 
tionalism, but an atmosphere of serious 
intent and purpose. Over 940 signed de- 
cision cards for Christ. On the last 
Saturday morning 4,000 children filled 
the auditorium to hear Cliff Barrows, 
Grady Wilson, Beverly Shea, Bill Bern- 
sten, Ted Smith, and Donald Hoke. More 
than 520 of these children signed cards 
to show that they wanted to accept 
Christ as their Saviour. 

As the result of a unanimous resolu- 
tion, Dr. Graham spoke to the State 
Senate and House of Representatives on 
Wednesday, March 1. He repeated before 
them that America faced a crisis which 
only a spiritual revival could solve. He 
also invited them to the meetings, and 
each evening scores of the legislators 
were in attendance, with several mak- 
ing professions of faith in Christ. When 
a knotty problem faced the Senate a 
few days later, one of the senators arose 
and said, “Let’s do what Billy Graham 
suggested; let’s stop and pray about it.” 
The Senate was then immediately ad- 
journed. 

During the Columbia campaign hun- 
dreds of people drove in each night 
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from all over South and North Carolina, 
Georgia, and Tennessee. In addition, 
there were delegations from Florida, the 
State of Washington, and Maine. “Peo- 
ple are hungry for revival today,” de- 
clared Dr. Graham. “When people know 
God is working in a city they will come.” 


wg 


Mr. Ackland’s Articles 
on Jehovah's Witnesses 


HE three articles by Donald F, Ack- 
land entitled “The False Teaching 
of ‘Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Examined,” and 
published in THe Sunpay ScHoo.t TrmMeEs 
in February, are now available in a 
twenty-two page leaflet. The subtitles 
are: “I. The Church of Christ At- 
tacked,” “II. The Person of Christ De- 
graded,” and “III. The Gospel of Christ 
Travestied.” : 
The booklet may be had at 10 cents a 
copy, 50 cents for six copies, 90 cents 
for twelve, $3.50 for fifty, and $6 for 
one hundred from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila 
delphia 5. 
vw 


No Time for My Lord? 
By Beth Coombe Harris 


“He that misseth me wrongeth his own 
soul” (Prov. 8:36, R.V., marg.). 


HERE'S time for the mending and 
making; 
There’s time for the cooking and baking; 
For the letter I write, 
Or the words I indite, 
But what time do I give to my Lord? 


There is time for trimming a hat; 
There is time for a neighborly chat; 
There’s time for some pleasure, 

But scarce any leisure 
To give to my Master and Lord. 


There's time for the book so compelling; 
There’s time for the buying and selling; 
For the office or mart, 
For music or art, 
But where is the time for my Lord? 


There’s time for the digging and hoeing; 
There's time for the raking and mowing; 
For the sowing of seeds, 
And removing of weeds, 
But what time do I give to my Lord? 


There is time for the news on the air, 
To which I must listen with care; 
For the claims of my health, 
Or the spending of wealth, 
But what time do I give to my Lord? 


Lord, Thou gavest Thy time here below, 
Salvation and grace to bestow; 

Dost Thou wait for my voice? 

Can I make Thee rejoice, 
As I give of my time to Thee, Lord? 


Oh, Master, forgive me, I pray; 
I’m sorry, repentant, today. 
From this hour make me wise, 
And teach me to prize 
The time that I spend with my Lord. 
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LESSON 6. MAY 7. HOSEA, THE MAN AND HIS MESSAGE 
Hosea; printed text, 4:1-9; 6:1-3; 10:12, 13 
Golden Text.—My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.—Hosea 4:6 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Hosea 4:1 Hear the word of the Lorp, ye children of Israel: for 
the Lorp hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, 
because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in 


the land. 


2 By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and com- 
mitting adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood. 

3 Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth 
therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, and with the 
fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also shall be taken 


away. 


8 They eat up the sin of my people, and they set their heart 


on their iniquity. 


§ And there shall be, like people, like priest: and I will punish 
them for their ways, and reward them their doings. 


Chap. 6:1 Come, and let us return unto the Lorp: for he hath 


torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. 
2 After two days will he revive us: in the third day he wil] 
raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. 
3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Loro: his 
going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto 


us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth. 


4 Yet let no man strive, nor reprove another: for thy people are 


as they that strive with the priests. 


5 Therefore shalt thou fall in the day, and the prophet also 
shall fall with thee in the night, and I will destroy thy mother. 
6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou 
hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt 
be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy 


God, I will also forget thy children. 


7 As they were increased. so they sinned against me: therefore 


will I change their glory into shame. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
OSEA is in some respects the ten- 
H derest of all the prophets, unless 
we except Jeremiah, who was a 
man of very similar spirit. 

But the latter was unmarried, whereas 
Hosea had a very sad matrimonial ex- 
perience, which was designed of God 
to set forth Israel’s relationship to Him- 
self and their unfaithfulness to the cove- 
nant He had made with them. Hosea’s 
wife proved untrue to all her vows and 
became a poor characterless slave. Yet 
the prophet sought her out, redeemed 
her, and took her to himself in forgiv- 
ing love, only to have his heart broken 
by her continued waywardness. It sets 
forth most graphically not only Jehovah’s 
unchanging love for Israel, His earthly 
people, but it pictures vividly His grace 
toward the individual soul. He is re- 
deemer, restorer, and unfailing friend, 
whose loving-kindness exceeds our worst 
offenses and whose forgiveness is ex- 
tended to every repentant sinner, no 
matter how dark and shameful the rec- 
ord may be. 

The prophet’s name is significant, as 
is so often the case .with names in 
Scripture. Hosea means salvation, and 
this is the theme of his book. It traces 
out the ways of God with Israel from 
the time when He brought them out 
from Egyptian bondage until the glad 
day when they shall be restored to Him- 
self, regenerated by His Word and Spirit 
and settled again in their own land. 
Until that wondrous consummation, they 
abide as described in Hosea 3:4. Just 
as certainly as this verse has been ful- 


Chap. 10:12 Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; 


break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the Lop, 
till he come and rain righteousness upon you. 

13 Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have reaped iniquity; ye 
have eaten the fruit of lies: 
way, in the multitude of thy mighty men. 
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filled to the letter during all the cen- 
turies of their dispersion among the Gen- 
tiles, so shall the next one (v. 5) be 
fulfilled in God’s appointed time. 


The Historical Setting 

Hosea was one of that notable galaxy 
of prophets who flourished in the days 
of Uzziah and his successors on to Heze- 
kiah, kings of Judah; and from the days 
of Jeroboam II through the reign of 
Hoshea, kings of Israel. Isaiah, Micah, 
and Amos were all contemporary with 
him. This was approximately in the 
latter part of the eighth century before 
Christ, and the beginning of the sev- 
enth century. 


Verse by Verse 

* Hosea 4:1.—“The Lord hath a contro- 
versy with the inhabitants of the land.” 
Because of the prevalence of idolatry, 
Israel had lost the knowledge of the 
true God, and with this went truth and 
righteousness. This condition provoked 
Jehovah to indignation and on account 
of it He sent His prophets to bring His 
people’s sins before them, calling upon 
them to judge the evils which were so 
manifest. 

Verse 2.—“They break out.” 
eye beheld only “swearing, ... 

killing, stealing, and 

adultery” in place of holiness and fidel- 
ity to Himself. The covenant entered 
into at Sinai had been broken in every 
particular. Not one of the ten words 
remained inviolate on their part. 

Verse 3.—“Therefore shall the land 
mourn.” For these sins He must set His 
face against them in His righteous gov- 
ernment, as He had warned them He 
would, through the lips of the Lawgiver 
himself (Lev. 26: 14-17). 


His holy 
lying, 


Verse 4—“Let no man . . . reprove 
another.” So utterly fallen and wretched 
were they, that none was fit to reprove 
another. All were alike sharers in the 
common guilt. They had become like 
those who “strive with the priest”: that 
is, they persistently refused to subject 
themselves when the mind of God was 
made known, 

Verse 5.—“Therefore shalt thou fall.” 
Sin unjudged among the people of God 
becomes like a fretting leprosy or a can- 
cerous sore, ever working and extending 
its ramifications till the whole mass be- 
comes defiled. With Israel it was not 
ignorance that led to their downfall. in 
the first place; though, necessarily, light 
refused resulted in darkness. They were 
like those who fall in the day, even their 
prophets doing likewise. Hence they 
must be cut off. 

Verse 6.—“My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge.” Such was Jehovah's 
lament. The lack of knowledge was the 
certain result of their own refusal to 
hearken. He had pressed His truth upon 
them, but they would have none of it. 
Light rejected results in deeper darkness 
than ever, and involves the offender in 
sore trouble and the divine displeasure. 

Verse 7.—“‘As they were increased, 90 
they sinned.” Israel’s solemn _ history 
may well be a warning to us of the 
dire consequences of resisting the truth. 
Prosperity had not turned their hearts 
to Him, but the contrary; so He must 
deal with them according to their de- 
serts. 

Verses 8 and 9.—“They set their heart 
on their iniquity.” Delighting in their 
iniquity and ignoring God’s Word, He 
would give them up to destruction; 
priest and people should suffer together, 
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In their path of self-pleasing they should 
Jearn, to their cost, that there is noth- 
ing satisfying apart from going on with 
Him. 

Chap. 6:1.—“He hath torn, and he will 
heal us.” When His people wander from 
Him, the Lord deals in chastening (Heb. 
12:6), wounding in order that He may 

Verse 2.—“In the third day he will 
raise us up.” The third day is the res- 
yrrection day, the day of the manifesta- 
tion of divine power. In the light of 
2 Peter 3:8, is there possibly a suggestion 
here that after two millenniums of wan- 
dering, Israel will be restored to God 
in the third millennium? 

Verse 3.—“He shall come unto us as 
the rain, as the latter and former rain.” 
When His people turn to Him and set 
their hearts to walk in His ways, He will 
bless them with rich spiritual refresh- 
ment, even as the rains water the thirsty 
ground (Psa. 72:6). 

Chap. 10:12—“Sow .. . in righteous- 
ness, reap in mercy; break up your fal- 
low ground.” The principle, afterward 
laid down in Galatians 6:7, is ever true: 
“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap.” God called upon His 
people to sow in righteousness, by turn- 
ing from their sins and yielding obe- 
dience to His holy Law. To this end, 
the fallow ground of their hitherto un- 
responsive hearts must be broken up by 
self-judgment. This alone could prepare 
the way for future blessing. 


Verse 13—“Ye have plowed wicked- 
ness.” Plowing wickedness, they but go 
on reaping iniquity and eating the fruit 
of lies; because their trust is not in Him, 
but in their own way and the multitude 
of. their mighty men. Consequently, 
breaking up and spoiling, in place of 
repairing the breach and restoration, 
must be their portion. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

While Jehovah’s righteous soul was 
stirred to indignation by the wayward- 
ness and deliberate disobedience of Is- 
rael and Judah, His great heart of love 
yearned over them still. He could never 
forget the covenant He made with them 
when He brgught them out of Egypt to 
daim them for His own. Seeking to 
bring them to repentance, He set forth 
their guilt in stirring tones, but assured 
them of full and free pardon if they 
would but face their sins in His presence 
and judge their evil ways. He is always 


Nady to forgive when His erring peo- 


ple confess and forsake their iniquities, 
but where there is continued willful 
disobedience, He uses the rod of chas- 
tisement in order to teach them the folly 
of taking their own way and refusing 
to obey His voice. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Often in the history of the church has 
asimilar state existed to what we have 
here, and always the issue is the same. 
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Last Week's Lesson 
5. April 30.—Amos Teaches About 
Worship 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. May 14.—Hosea Reveals God's For- 
giving Love " 


Amos 


Hosea 








When, in the sixteenth century, God 
raised up Luther to sound with clarion 
voice the battle cry of the Reformation, 
“The just shall live by faith,” the mass 
of the professing church had no ear for 
the message and sank into deeper super- 
stition and folly. The Wesleys and their 
co-laborers, later, were ordained of God 
to arouse the lifeless profession of their 
day with a call to repentance, but the 
majority refused to hear‘en, and for- 
malism became more formal and ritual- 
ism gained its. harvest of lost souls, 
When the Scriptures are rejected as 
God's revelation and put on a par with 
human writings; when pride and arro- 
gance are the order of the day, the 
Lord’s words are having a solemn and 
awful fulfillment: “If therefore the light 
that is in thee be darkness, how great is 
that darkness!” (Matt. 6:23.) 

After Two Days. Two is the number 
of testimony. For nearly two thousand 
years Israel has been in rebellion against 
the Word of the Lord. These centuries 
of dispersion have witnessed to God’s 
hatred of iniquity and to the wickedness 
of the chosen nation. But the third day 
is drawing near when they will be re- 
covered from their sins and made to 
live in His sight. Then they will see 
that all blessing is bound up for them 
in the Saviour their fathers rejected. 
In Him they will find pardon and life 
eternal. This, at least, would seem to 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW do you distinguish the two Jero-- 


boams who reigned over Israel? 

2. What is the theme of Hosea’s proph- 
ecies? 

3. In what respect is Hosea like Isaiah 
in his message? 

4. Is there any other resemblance be- 
tween these two prophets? e 

5. What is the moral result of spiritual 
declension? 

6. How 
quoted? 

7. How was Hosea 4:7 fulfilled? 

8. What is the prophetic reference of 
Hosea 6:2, 3? 

9. Does such a passage hold any prac- 
tical message for us today? 


10. What is the New Testament com- 
panion passage to Hosea 10:12, 13? 


is Hosea 4:9 usually mis- 


11. What does it mean to “break up 
your fallow ground”? (See also Jer, 4:3.) 


(Answers on page 353) 
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be a reasonable and Scriptural interpre- 
tation of this somewhat mysterious ex- 
pression in the light of the declaration 
made through the Apostle Peter that one 
day is with the Lord as a thousand years 
and a thousand years as one day (2 Pet. 
3:8). 


Lesson Outline , 

1. God’s controversy with Israel because 
of their sins (Hos. 4:1-9) 

2. Promise of blessing upon repentance 
(chap, 6: 1-3) 

3. Sowing and reaping (chap. 10:12, 13) 


Summaries and Applications 

In grace, God is ever calling the wan- 
derer to return to Himself. He delights 
in mercy. Have we responded to His 
loving invitation? 

As we walk with God, His will is un- 
folded to us. When we take the first 
step in the path of obedience we receive 
light enough for the next one. Are we 
seeking to “follow on to know the Lord”? 

Many are temporarily moved to de- 
votedness whose hearts are soon turned 
aside because of the attractions of the 
world. Let us seek to cleave to the Lord 
with purpose of heart (Acts 11:23), 

WINONA LAKE, IND. 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father in Heaven, it is through Thy lov- 
ing-kindness that we are here today 
with Thy Book to study, Thy Spirit to 
teach us, and Thy promises to encourage 
our prayer. For all Thy mercies for 
body and soul we thank Thee, Father. 
We have so easily forgotten Thee, so 
often gone astray, so often been selfish, 
careless, and prayerless. Forgive and 
cleanse us now and give us afresh of 
Thy Holy Spirit. Keep us humble, make 
us quick to obey Thee, and guide us 
into all the good Thou hast for us, both 
to receive of Thee and to impart to 
others. For those who do not know and 
love Thee we pray. Draw them to Thy- 
self. To those who have never heard 
the Gospel, send Thy messengers of sal- 
vation. Give God-fearing leaders to our 
nation, men full of wisdom to know and 
courage to do the right. Bring in the 
Kingdom of Thy Son, and fit us all to 
dwell with Thee, for our blessed Sav- 
iour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Who can tell me 
the time — no, not from your watch, but 
from your Bible? Is that a puzzler? 
Well, just look at Hosea ten and verse 
twelve. Who will be the first to find 
the time as that verse tells it? Hands 
up when you have it! Yes, John? That's 
right — it’s there in the middle of the 
verse, “It is time to seek the Lord.” 
That’s what Hosea says when you ask 
him the time. He saw people all around 
who had forgotten and forsaken the 
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Lord. Their lives were cluttered with 
wrong and harmful things. Certain ruin 
lay ahead unless they turned from Satan 
and sin to God and right. 

In busy London, England, they have 
traffic signals that flash the “Go” sign 
to pedestrians with the words, “Cross 
Now.” That is what God said to the 
people in Hosea’s day. They were on 
the wrong side, and through Hosea God 
called them to His side and to Himself. 
“Cross Now,” God said — from your idols 
to Me, from wrong to right, from care- 
lessness to godliness. And God still 


‘or THE ‘foros SIDE 


flashes out His signal, “Cross Now,” call- 
ing sinners to leave the Devil’s side for 
His side. Have you obeyed that. call? 

If your heart and conscience tell you 
that you are on the wrong side in life, 
then right now it is time for you to seek 
the Lord. Cross now, this very moment, 
from Satan and sin to Christ and right. 
Tomorrow never comes, so tomorrow is 
too late. 


Sow SUPER- 
\ORITY OF THE 
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Come to the Saviour, make no delay; 
Here in His Word.He has shown us the 


way; 
Here .in.our. midst He’s standing today, 
Tenderly saying, “Come !” 


It is time to seek the Lord. 
Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“There is no truth, nor mercy, nor 
knowledge of God” (Hos. 4:1).—Instead 
of these virtues, swearing, lying, killing, 
stealing, and adultery prevailed in the 
land. Corruption and violence brought 
the judgment of the Flood in the days 
of Noah (Gen. 6:11). Here they caused 
the land to mourn and the people to 
languish, 

In his “History of European Morals,’ 
Lecky says that “while Greeks and Ro- 
mans were perplexed by the mystery of 
being, and shadowed by the suffering 
of life, and moved by examples of great 
heroism, there was no sense of sin pos- 
sessing men’s hearts.” 

“Of ten million persons arrested in the 


OLY I ONIBLE 


OVER 
YOROGEN 


£1, Destroys S/N ina 


people.“Thy word have | hid in 
mine heart, that | might not sin 
against thee.” c PSA. 119211.) 


Destroysa. S/NFUL 


people. 


“ My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: 
because thou hast rejected knowledge,! will also re- 





ject thee.” Hos. 4:6.) Ks NOT : estroyed ITSELF. 


“ Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass away.” 
(MATT. 24:35.) 


The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff ca 
minister and Bible 
churches. 
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United States,” says one judge, “eighty. 
five per cent of them were under twenty 
years of age!” What else can be ex- 
pected of cocktail-drinking fathers, ciga- 
rette-smoking mothers, and movie-crazeq 
children? 

Swearing, lying, killing, stealing, ang 
adultery prevail in this country to- such 
an extent that. J. Edgar Hoover of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation says: 
“This country is in deadly peril. A 
creeping rot of moral disintegration is 
eating into our nation. I am not easily 
shocked and alarmed. The arrests of 
teen-age boys and girls are staggering 
and some of the crimes youngsters com- 
mit are almost unspeakable.” It is high 
time that parents, educators, and Sun- 
day school workers determined, with 
the help of the Lord, to impart a knowl- 
edge of God to the youth of the land. 

“Therefore shalt thou fall . . . and the 
prophet also shall fall” (v. 5).—The un- 
faithful religious leader need not think 
he will escape the just judgment of God, 
“If the blind lead the blind, both shall 
fall into the ditch.” 

I have rejoiced in the personal testi- 
mony of Joseph Zacchello, a converted 
Roman Catholic priest. He said: “Poor 
people were paying me, every day, from 
$5 to $30 for twenty minutes of cere- 
mony called Mass, because I promised 
them to free the souls of their relatives 
from the fire of purgatory. But every 
time I looked at the big crucifix upon 
the altar, it seemed to me that Christ 
was rebuking me, saying: ‘You are 
stealing money from poor, hard working 
people by ‘false pretenses. You teach 
doctrines against My teaching. Souls 
of believers do not go to a place of tor 
ment, because I have said, Blessed are 
the dead who die in the Lord ... that 
they may rest from their labors. I do 
not need a repetition of sacrifices of the 
cross, because My sacrifice was perfect 
and God has sanctioned it by raising Me 
from the dead. . . . If you priests and 
the Pope have the power of liberating 
souls from purgatory with Masses and 
indulgences, why do you wait: to be 
paid? If you see a dog burning in the 
fire, you do not wait for the owner to 
pay you $5 to take the dogeaway from 
as 

“Where my doubts were really tor- 
menting me was inside the confessional 
box.. People were coming to me, kneel- 
ing down in front of ‘me, confessing their 
sins to me, and I, with a sign of the 
cross, was promising that I had the 
power to forgive their sins, I was taking 
God’s place, and that terrible voice was 
penetrating me, saying, ‘You are depriv- 
ing God of His glory. If sinners want 
to obtain forgiveness of their sins, they 
must go to God and not to you. It ‘is 
God’s' law they have broken. To God, 
therefore, they must make confession; 
to God alone they must look for for- 
giveness.’ I could not stay any longer 
in the Roman Catholic Church because 
I could not serve two masters, the Pope 
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and Christ. I could not believe two con- 
tradictory teachings, tradition and the 
Bible. I had to choose between Christ 
and the Pope; between tradition and the 
Bible; and I have chosen Christ and the 
Bible.” If all priests and preachers were 
that honest, spiritual conditions would 
be altogether different. 


“My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge” (v. 6).—This sad lack was 
directly due to themselves, for the Lord 
goes on to say, “Because thou hast re- 
jected knowledge, I will also reject thee, 
that thou shalt be no priest to me: see- 
ing thou hast forgotten the law of thy 
God, I will also forget thy children.” 

“Thou hast rejected knowledge” can 
be said of many religious leaders today. 
They positively refuse to believe the 
fundamentals of Christianity, yet wish to 
be considered as Christian ministers, 

The Samoyedes adore and pray to the 
bear. They offer prayers and sacrifices 
to him as their god, then hunt him to 
death, They acknowledge him as their 
god, yet do all they can to hinder and 
crush him out of existence. How much 
better are ministers who insist that 
Christianity is their religion—and who 
yield lip service to it— yet do all they 
can to undermine such cardinal truths 
of Christianity as the virgin birth of 
Christ, His essential deity, His miracles, 
His vicarious death, His bodily resurrec- 
tion, His ascension, and His promised 
return? 

“Come, and let us return unto the 
Lord” (Hos. 6:1).—There were some 
among Israel who knew the Lord had 
“orn” and that He would heal them; 
He had smitten, but He would bind them 
up. They knew He was willing to re- 
vive them and cause them to live in His 
sight. 

Had their desire to return to the Lord 
been deep and genuine, a mighty revival 
would have been experienced. But their 


goodness, the. Lord said, was “as the 


early dew” that vanishes (v. 4). After 
the Great Tribulation which is before 
them, there shall be a remnant whose 
heart and lip language shall be: “Come, 
and let us return unto the Lord” — and 
their last and greatest revival shall 
occur. 
Wawona, CaAtir, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 
NAY, fellows, L. A. W. could reason- 


ably stand for this: “Law Always 
Wins.” When you buck up against law 
you are as hopeless as a feather in a 
tomado. If you do not have it already, 
here’s a word for your vocabulary: it 
is INEXORABLE. The dictionary says 
if means, “Not to be moved by entreaty 
& prayer; unrelenting.” You will need 
this word if you want to think straight 
about law. It is possible for a man to 
mmit murder and escape the penalty 
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of the law, but he will never have any 
peace. Many a man has tried it, and 
after long years has returned to give 
himself up, preferring to go behind the 
bars or even tu suffer the death penalty 
rather than to endure the inexorable 
lashing of his conscience. Law always 
wins. 

In our lesson today the Prophet Hosea 
is telling the people of Israel they are 
breaking God’s laws plainly given to 
them on Mount Sinai and that they will 
not fail to suffer the penalty in the de- 
struction of their land: swearing, break- 
ing the Third Commandment; lying, 
breaking the Ninth Commandment; mur- 
der, breaking the Sixth Commandment; 
stealing, breaking the Eighth Command- 
ment; and lust, breaking the Seventh 
Commandment. Even when they broke 
one commandment they were guilty of 
breaking the whole Law (Jas. 2:10). 
(See Little Jetts column.) Israel had 
broken the Law, had turned the back 
upon God, and their land would “mourn, 
and every one that dwelleth therein 
shall. languish, with the beasts of the 
field, and with the fowls of heaven; yea, 
the fishes of the sea also shall be taken 
away.” And Hosea lived to see the day 
when it all happened just as he had 
prophesied. 

And, fellows, our own country needs 
to stop and listen to the warning of 
Hosea. We have gotten into the way of 
thinking our nation is so strong, so well 
protected, not only by the organized 
engines of war, but by our geographical 
position on the globe, that we are se- 
cure against the rest of the world; but 
the last few years have brought the split 
atom into the situation and we have 
come to face the fact that very small 
bombs may be capable of destroying our 
largest cities. Top scientists are telling 
us it is possible for a whole nation to 
be blasted in a very brief time. In 
Hosea’s time God punished Israel by 
allowing Assyria, a heathen nation, too, 
to destroy their cities and take their 
people captive. Today we, a Christian 
nation (nominally at least), are men- 
aced by a heathen nation and its satel- 
lites with a combined population of 
more than 250 millions, with armed 
forces, including planes and submarines, 
ten times as large as ours, in full pos- 
session of the atom bomb and said to 
be well on the way to developing the 
hydrogen bomb. Might this be our As- 
syria? 

And, fellows, as it is with nations, so 
it is with individuals like you and me, 
We cannot break God’s laws—any of 
them — and get away with it. Punish- 
ment will follow, as surelv as night fol- 
lows day. We are all sinners. God’s 
Word says that “all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 
6:23). “The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die” (Ezek. 18:20). God’s Word has 
made this awful fact so clear that no 
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one can mistake it. But our graciots 
God has at the same time made a way 
of escape for any sinner who is sorry 
for his sin and wants to escape the pen- 
alty. It is in that same Romans 6:23, 
for the whole verse reads: “The wages 
of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” : 
Repentance, confession, and accepting 
Jesus Christ as Saviour—that is the 
only way out; it-is the only way to es- 
cape the penalty of the sin which is in 
every life. If you have done that, then 
you need have no fear of the future, 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 


w 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning our lesson is found in 

the Book of Hosea. Hosea is the one 
of the Minor Prophets who most clearly 
reveals the infinitely loving heart of 
our God. 

Hosea was afflicted with an unfaithful 
wife, and his sorrow over her sins and 
her departure from him helped him to 
realize faintly the infinite sorrow of God 
over the nation of Israel, which had been 
unfaithful to Him and was steeped in 
sin. God’s love for sinners, even though 
He hates their sin, shines out in every 
chapter of this wonderful book. 

Our first Scripture today is Hosea 4: 
1-9. Read verse 1 slowly and think what 
the country must have been like. No 
wonder God had “a controversy” with 
the people of the land. A country with- 
out truth, mercy, and the knowledge of 
God would be a terrible place in which 
to live. 

Read verse 2. And this is addressed to 
the nation to whom God gave the Ten 
Commandments! You girls on this side 
of he table recite the Ten Command- 
ments while the girls on the other side 
look again at verse 2 to see how many 
Commandments this one verse says they 
were breaking. Turn to Exodus 19:8 
and see what the Israelites said at the 
time the Ten Commandments were given 
to them. (“All that the Lord hath 
spoken we will do.”) And now they 
were doing none of it. 

Read Hosea 4:3 to 5 and see the ter- 
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rible punishments that were coming 
upon Israel for their sins. Now read 
verse 6 and see what God says is the 
reason for the destruction of Israel. Why 
should they lack the knowledge of God? 
They were not heathen. They had all 
the Word of God that had been given 
at that time. Also in the past they had 
had leaders who knew God and talked 
with Him. But Israel had rejected the 
knowledge of God. They would not lis- 
ten to His prophets, and paid no atten- 
tion to His Word. 

Read verse 7. How tragic this is! 
As the nation grew, it turned more and 
more away from God, even though it 
was God who gave them everything 
which they possessed! Now read verses 
8 to 10. Israel was to be punished be- 
cause they had “left off to take heed to 
the Lord.” 

Our lesson goes on to chapter 6:1-3. 
Let us read it together. What a happy 
little parenthesis! These verses should 
have been the language of the whole 
nation, instead of just the voice of the 
small remnant who desired to return to 
the Lord. Do you see that verse 3 brings 
out once more the importance of know- 
ing God? “Then shall we know, if we 
follow on to know the Lord.” Those 
who follow on to know the Lord will 
not be numbered among those who are 
destroyed for lack of knowledge. 

Read Hosea 8:5 and 6 to see what was 
going to become of the golden calf that 
Jeroboam I set up in Bethel. The last 
verse of that chapter shows again the 
root of al* the sin and misery in Israel. 
They had forgotten the Lord their 
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Maker. When they forgot Him and re. 
jected Him, nothing could bring them 
back but trouble so severe that they 
would be constrained to cry to God for 
deliverance. They would find that there 
was no other help. 

Now read verse 12 of chapter 10. 
Here Hosea tells Israel how to get out 
of the terrible state into which she had 
fallen. The people were to plant seeds 
of righteousness and mercy, to soften 
their hard hearts, and to “seek the Lord.” 
Without the Lord there could be no per. 
manent improvement in their state. 

Look at Hosea 12:6. “Therefore turn 
thou to thy God: keep mercy and judg- 
ment, and wait on thy God continually.” 
If they had obeyed these instructions 
they would very soon have known God. 
And that was the only thing that could 
have saved Israel from going into cap. 
tivity. 

Hosea 13:9 gives the central thought 
of the book in one little sentence, “O 
Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but 
in me is thine help.” Sin is always a 
destroyer, but there is hope and help in 
the Lord. How gracious of Him that 
He still longed to save them! If Israel 
had only forsaken her sins and turned 
to the Lord, she would have avoided all 
the years of sorrow she has had already 
and the more terrible years ahead. 

God is still longing to save sinners. 
He used this very verse we have just 
looked at to help an unsaved woman to 
look to Him and be saved. 

This poor woman was dying without 
hope. During her lifetime she had re- 
fused to listen to the Gospel. But when 
she knew that she was past human aid 
she became concerned as to where she 
was going to spend eternity. Now she 
wanted to be saved, but she felt that it 
was too late, 

A Christian worker called on the dy- 
ing woman and urged her to accept 
Christ before she died. The woman re- 
plied in great distress, “It is too late! 
I would not listen when I had the 
chance. I ruined my life. Now I have 
no hope.” ' 

The Christian said to her, “God once 
sent a message to sinful people like you. 
He said, ‘Thou hast destroyed thyself; 
but in me is thine help.” 

The dying woman raised herself up, 
exclaiming, “Oh, say that again!” When 
the words were repeated, she cried: 
“Then there’s hope for me. Jesus, | 
come to Thee. Save me even now.” Her 
agonized look was gone, and, when she 
passed away a few hours later, it was 
in perfect peace. 

How glad we are that this poor woman 
was saved before it was too late! And 
it is interesting to see that God used 4 
verse not commonly thought of as a Gos- 
pel message. But how much happier it 
would have been for that woman if she 
had come to know the Lord when she 
was the age of you girls in this room! 
Knowing God is the most important 
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thing-in the world. The Lord Jesus 
said in John 17:3, “And this is life eter- 
pal, that they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent.” Do you know Him? 


FEeRNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

Hosea and His Family (Hos. 1:1; 4:1, 6a; 6:1, 3) 

EFORE class, the teacher may have 

collected pictures which contain the 
figures of a man, a woman, two small 
boys (one may be a baby), and a little 
girl, of appropriate size, which may be 
cut out for the Hosea poster by chil- 
dren who come early. During class as 
the teacher tells about each member of 
the family, that figure may be held up 
(or pointed to, if in a group). 

We have been visiting God’s people, 
Israel, in long ago days, long even be- 
fore the Lord Jesus was born. We saw 
afarmer God called. Tell us about him 
and his farm work. Tell us what was 
going on in the city and what Amos said 
from God. Tell us about the church serv- 
ice and what happened. 

Now we will go visit Hosea, and get 
acquainted with him and his family. 
Hosea knew the out-of-doors like Amos, 
Often he may have left his little home 
and family to walk in the early morn- 
ing through the dewy fields, as the sun 
came over the hills, to think of God 
and listen to His voice. He saw the 
birds flying overhead, and watched the 
flecks of white foam swirling along in 
the rough waters of a brook. Perhaps 
he stopped to pick some grapes to take 
back home. Somehow he could see God 
in everything — God’s goodness was like 
the dew that freshened the thirsty plants 
in the early morning. Looking at. the 
duster of grapes, he thought how God 
had long ago chosen his people and 
brought them to their land. Seeing a 
farmer struggling to lead a balky cow 
along a path, Hosea thought: My coun- 
try.is like that, trying to pull back from 
the way God wants us to go. But “the 
ways of the Lord are right, and the just 
shall walk in them” (Hos, 14:9, Mem- 
ory Verse). 

Back in the little house we can im- 
agine Hosea introducing us to his wife, 
Gomer, and here are the three children. 
My, my! you never heard such strange 
tames for children! Who do you sup- 
pose named the oldest boy, his father 
or his mother? Neither. God named 
him. God told Hosea to name him Jez- 
teel because some bloody murders had 
been committed in a place called Jez- 
Teel, and soon the king would receive 
the punishment for them. Besides, God 

the people would also be beaten in 
in the valley of Jezreel because 
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not receiving mercy or kindness. Said 
God, “I will no longer be kind to Israel, 
but will carry them far away.” When 
the next baby came, God said: “Call 
his name Lo-ammi (not My people). 
You are not My people, and I will not 
be your God. But some day,” God prom- 
ised, “you shall be My sons.” 

I wish I could tell you that Hosea and 
Gomer had a happy home with their 
three children. But they did not. It 
was very sad. Gomer used to leave her 
husband and even her babies, and run 
away and do bad things. By and by 
she did not come home at all. Hosea’s 
heart was broken. He loved her so, 
and kept hoping she would come home 
again. God told him to keep on loving 
and to show his love for her. And what 
do you think! One day Hosea found 
Gomer, a slave! Away Hosea hurried. 
Soon he came back with fifteen silver 
coins and a bushel and a half of barley 
to make up the rest of the price. He 
bought Gomer and took her home. 

Out of his own heartaches over Gomer, 
Hosea began to understand how God’s 
heart was broken when His people for- 
got Him and worshiped golden calves, 
and did bad things. He also understood 
how God still loved them in spite of 
everything, and would take them back 
if they would only come. How does 
God’s heart feel when He sees the things 
you do? Do you know what price He 
paid so you could come and be His? 


Orono, MAINE. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


E WILL change the title of this 

lesson, for I think you will agree 
with me that the story of Hosea’s family 
is not one for the Primary class; so we 
will call it “Hosea’s Warning.” 

The first thing we notice is that God 
called Hosea to be a prophet, and like 
Amos and Jeremiah and the other 
prophets, he had to be willing to do 
whatever God told him to do. Now some 
of the things were not pleasant for him, 
but he obeyed God. Some of the things 
Hosea could not understand, but he 
didn’t argue about them; he obeyed. 
Don’t you think we can all get a lesson 
from Hosea right at the start? God has 
called us, first to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and then to do whatever 
God calls us to do. But how many ex- 
cuses we have! I know, for I have been 
in Sunday school work for many years. 
How hard it is to get teachers! One 
who is given the gift of teaching refuses 
to take a Sunday school class because 
she is so tired of teaching children. An- 
other must have her Sunday free to go 
visiting. Or else she .has- taught for 
many years, and she thinks it is time 
she had a rest. One says he is too old! 
But I can answer him there, for he is 
not as old«as I am. 
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The same story is true of all other 
duties in the church. People are not 
willing to do what God calls them to do. 
I hope the Primary children will change 
this when they grow up, but they won't 
unless they start doing things for the 
Lord when they are little. Right now 
is the time! 

The prophets all had hard jobs.* It is 
always hard to tell people things that 
they do not want to hear. But God sent 
Hosea and others to warn His Chosen 
People, the Children of Israel, that He 
was certainly going to bring punishment 
upon them if they did not repent. One 
time I knew a little boy who would stick 
his fingers in his ears whenever his 
mother tried to tell him anything she 
wanted done. Then he would laugh and 
say, “I can’t hear you!” That is almost 
what Israel did to the prophets. 

They said, “Why is God angry with 
us? Don’t we bring offerings and sac- 
rifices to the Lord? Don't we sing psalms 
of joy to Him?” 

But God told them through His 
prophets that He hated their offerings 
and sacrifices, for their hearts were far 
from Him. They did not love Him. It 
was just what we call lip service. What 
do you think? Don’t thousands of peo- 
ple do the same things today in Amer- 
ica? They say they are Christians, and 
they belong to a church, but they only 
go twice a year, Easter and Christmas, 
and they never do one single service 
for the Lord. They can’t come to prayer 
meeting, or missionary meeting, but they 
can go to parties and all kinds of places 
of amusement, and they can go to the 
office every day in the week. All their 
time for self and none for God. 

The people that Hosea was warning 
were acting much the same. They of- 
fered sacrifices to God, and went to the 
temples of idols with their heathen 
friends. They were diligent in business, 
their own business, and were trying to 
get rich, but they cheated God. And 
God said He would punish them. The 
warning Hosea gave should have stop- 
ped them, but they paid no attention. 
No doubt they made fun of Hosea, and 
called him a sour puss, and a wet blan- 
ket, and a.calamity howler. But he went 
on faithfully giving God’s message. 

Let’s notice this. The punishment 
came just as God said it would. God 
never fails in anything. If He promises 
blessings, they always come right on 
time. If He warns of punishment, you 
can be just as sure that it will come 
right at God’s time. 

Today many men of God are warning 
the world that God is going to bring 
judgment soon on this ungodly, Christ- 
rejecting world, but unbelievers laugh 
at their words. Not all, for some are 
accepting Christ every day. But if no- 
body believed, it would still be our job 
to go on telling the story of Christ's 
death on the cross for the sin of the 
world. Every one of us, large and small, 
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should be as faithful as the prophets of 
old, who were persecuted, imprisoned, 
beaten, and driven out of cities, because 
they faithfully spoke the word of God. 
We need a new vision of God’s command 
to us, “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations.” 
FELTon, CALIF. 


” 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is gaia for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 


not be clip; from earlier “Illustration Round 
aes is given to illustrations 


on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

She Didn’t Know What Was Wrong. 
—My people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge (Hos. 4:6, Golden Text). An 
elderly woman said to me recently: “I 
have been a Christian only a short time. 
Until recently I thought my church 
membership was enough. I was a dili- 
gent worker in the church, and gave of 
my means to every worthy cause. I 
knew something was wrong with my 
religion, but didn’t know just what it 
was. When I asked our minister he gave 
me certain books to read, but they didn’t 
help much. On the other corner from 
the church I was raised in, there’s a 
plain little Gospel church which is 
rather despised by some church people. 
One night on my way to the church I 
had always attended I had a feeling I 
would like to go in the little church. 
Thank God I did! I found that I needed 
to be born again. Since then life is so 
different. Oh, thank God, for faithful 
preachers, preaching the whole Word of 
God, and warning people!”"—Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, West Hill, Ont., Can. 


His Preaching Convicted.—Hear the 
word of the Lord (Hos. 4:1). In a pew 
of a great London church one Sunday 
evening we found a minister of our ac- 
quaintance, who, so he told us, had been 
having the luxury of two Sundays “off.” 
He had spent them in paying visits to 
some of the great churches of the me- 
tropolis. He had listened to one of the 
most brilliant and popular men in Non- 
conformity; he had sat under the spell 
of a silver-tongued preacher of the 
Church of England. That afternoon he 
had also heard a great mission preacher, 
a man of no learning, of rude eloquence, 
and, as he expressed it, quite antedilu- 
vian in his theological view. That serv- 
ice had left an abiding impression on his 
mind. “What did you think of him?” 
we asked. “Well, of course,” he replied, 
“for style, and all that, he is not to be 
mentioned in the same breath with 
and with , but, do you 
know, that man made me feel like a 
scamp !"—From Sunday at Home. Sent 
by Mrs..M, Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
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A Disappointed G.L—And there shall 
be, like people, like priest: and I will 
punish them for their ways, and reward 
them their doings (Hos. 4:9). A GL 
wrote the following letter to his mother: 
This is no reflection on any individual, but 
just something I want to write you about. 
I received the paper the church is put- 
ting out, and I appreciate it. It’s nice to 
be in touch with friends in this way. Yet 
I cannot ignore a fact that stands out 
like a sore thumb. The church has waited 
for three years to go by before deciding 
to communicate with its servicemen. You 
see, I am disappointed with my church 
because of its stand with pacifism. I 
have been overseas for thirty-one 
months, and just recently it declared its 
sympathy with the war effort and agreed 
to back its sons in the service. With so 
many of its members over here fighting, 
it’s hard to understand. What do you 
think? And what is the general opinion? 
Then I picked up another issue of the 
paper and I can hardly believe what I 
see there. I read of a revival, and rejoice, 
Then I notice that the young people have 
a thirty-minute meeting before each 
service. Good! I presume it is thirty 
minutes of prayer for the revival and 
lost souls, and I pray with them. But,I 
read on and see that these minutes are 
devoted to a Bible quiz program and con- 
test; Mr. —— (the evangelist, mind you) 
sings popular songs and imitates Bing 
Crosby, Rudy Vallee, and Frank Sinatra; 
then follows a discussion of the spiritual 
welfare of young people. O God, what 
is happening to our churches at home? 
When Christians should be in prayer in 
the interests of enlarging Thy Kingdom 
here on earth, Thy servant, the evange- 
list, is in the church singing popular 
songs and imitating movie stars! I pray 
this was a misprint in the paper! Then 
I read about a party, “the boogie woogie 
was really solid”! Do you wonder that 
I am bitter? These facts stand out so 
that I cannot overlook them, but I pray 
that God will forgive me if I have mis- 
interpreted them. Maybe I’m taking 
things too seriously, but I still believe in 
the good, old-time, fundamental Gospel: 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Blessing Through Chastening.—Come, 
and let us return unto the Lord: for he 
hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath 
smitten, and he will bind us up (Hos. 
6:1). A lady, summering in Switzerland, 
one day visited a sheepfold. There sat 
the shepherd. Around him lay his flock, 
On a pile of straw lay a sheep with a 
broken leg. “How did it happen?” she 
asked. “Madam, I broke the sheep’s 
leg.” .A look of pain crossed the visitor’s 
face. . Seeing it, the shepherd went on: 
“Of all the sheep in my ‘flock this one 
was the most wayward. It never obeyed 
my voice. It never followed my leading. 
It wandered to the verge of many a 
perilous cliff and dizzy abyss. It led 
the other sheep astray. So I broke its 
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leg. The first day I took it food it trieg 
to bite me. I left it alone for a couple 
of days. Then it not only took the food 
but showed every sign of submission 
and even affection. Now it will be q 
model sheep and a guide for the way. 
ward ones.” So God through chastening 
seeks to bring into our lives the blessing 
of a human will yielded to His will— 
From “Chastening,” by James H. Me. 
Conkey. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Tingley, 
Iowa. 


Through Pain to Singing—He hath 
torn, and he will heal us (Hos. 6:1). 
Perhaps you have heard of the method 
strange, 
Of violin makers in distant lands, 
Who, by breaking and mending with 
skillful hands, 
Make instruments having a wider range 
Than ever was possible for them, s0 
long 
As they were new, unshattered, and 
strong. 


Have you ever thought when the heart 
was sad, 
When the days seem dark and the nights 
unending, 
That the broken heart, by the Father's 
mending, 
Was made through sorrow a helper glad, 
Whose service should lighten more and 
more 
The weary one’s 
before? 


Then take this simple lesson to heart 
When the sorrows crowd and you cannot 


burdens as never 


sing: 

To the truth of the Father’s goodness 
cling; 

Of the wondrous plan that gives through 
pain 


The power to sing a more glad refrain. 
—From “Consolation,” by Mrs, Charles 
E. Cowman. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 


A Religion Worth Having.—Sow to 
yourselves in righteousness, reap in 
mercy; break up your fallow ground 
(Hos, 10:12). Dr. F, E. Marsh used to 
tell that on one occasion he was preach- 
ing on the importance of confession of 
sin and, wherever possible, of restitution 
for wrong done to others. Afterward a 
young man came up to him and said: 
“Pastor, you have put me in a sad fix. 
I have wronged another and am 
ashamed to confess it or to try to put 
it right. -I am a boatbuilder, and the 
man I work for is an unbeliever. I 
have talked to him often about his 
need of Christ and have urged him to 
come and hear you preach, but he scoffs 
and ridicules it all. In my work, copper 
nails are used because they do not rust 
in the water, but they are quite ex- 
pensive, so I had been carrying home 
quantities of them to use on a boat ! 
am building in my back yard.” The 
pastor’s sermon had brought him to face 
the fact that he was just a common thief. 
“But,” he said, “I cannot go to my boss 
and tell him what I h#¥e done, or offer 
to pay for those I have used. If I do he 
will think I am just a hypocrite, and yet 
those copper nails are digging into my 
conscience, ahd I know I shall never 








fn A => 


BRB i 2cae ee em Aes 





Lesson, for. May 7 

have peace until I put this matter right.” 
One night he came again to Dr. Marsh 
and exclaimed, “Pastor, I've settled for 
the copper nails, and my conscience is 
relieved at last.” “What happened when 
you confessed?” asked the pastor. “Oh, 
he looked queerly at me, and then said, 
‘George, I always did think you were just 
a hypocrite, but now I begin to feel 
there’s something in this Christianity 
after all. Any religion that makes a 
dishonest workman confess that he has 
been stealing copper nails, and offer to 
settle for them, must be worth having.” 
—From Emergency Post. Sent by Mar- 
tin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Not Until the Blight Was Removed.— 
Ye have plowed wickedness, ye have 
reaped iniquity; ye have eaten the fruit 
of lies (Hos. 10:13). A young mission- 
ary wrote to the Rev. W. H. Aldis of 
England: “When I was before the can- 
didates’ committee, I told a lie. I was 
so anxious to get to the mission field; 
and I feared if I answered that .ques- 
tion as I ought to have answered it, 
I would never have got there, so I said 
what was not true. Ever since I ar- 
rived in this land where I am seeking 
to witness for God, that lie has been like 
a blight upon me, a blight as I try to 
learn the language, as I commence 
learning my ministry, and every time I 
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kneel to pray, the Lord puts His finger 
on that lie which I told. At last, in 
desperation, I am writing to you, as I 
owe it to you. I must get right.” He 
added, “From the very moment I deter- 
mined by Ged’s grace to write the let- 
ter, everything has changed, and God is 
beginning to use me, and I know that 
souls are going to be saved.”—From 
Life of Faith. Sent by Leon J. Davis, 
Forestville, N. Y. 


oe 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 347) 

1. Jeroboam I, the son of Nebat, was 
the first king of the rebel northern king- 
dom, contemporary with Rehoboam, the 
son of Solomon.~ Jeroboam II, the son 
of Joash, came about 200 years later, 
being contemporary with Amaziah and 
Uzziah of Judah. 

2. The spiritual “whoredom” of Israel 
(Hos. 1:2). 

3. In his vivid denunciations of sin, 
and in the tender pleadings of the love 
of God. 

4. Their domestic life was made a par- 
able of their message (Isa. 8:3, 4; Hos. 
1:2-9). 

5. Spiritual declension 
brings moral breakdown. 
12, 13. 


inevitably 
See Hosea 4: 
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COKESBURY CLASS MAPS 
Accurate, detailed, a convenient size 
for classroom use, each of these maps 
shows enough detail to answer all 


questions. Each is of sufficient size 
to give an adequate concept of Bible 
countries as a whole. Printed in 5 
colors on high-quality map paper, 
constructed to last for years, all are 
lasting investments in better teaching. 








SINGLES 


$1.50 each 


SET s6Qre 


With tube case for storage. 
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6. The common phrase “like priest, 
like people” is a misquotation of “like 
people, like priest.” The idea here is 
that the people choose priests who will 
fit their wishes, 

7. The great prosperity of Jeroboam’s 
reign soon gave place to Assyrian op- 
pression ending in the captivity of 722 
B.C. : 

8. There seems to be a double refer- 
ence: (a) the resurrection of Christ; (b) 
the conversion of Israel at the Lord’s 
return (Zech, 12:10 to*13:1). 

9. The principle of repentance and re- 
covery is timeless. Here is a great “re- 
vival” appeal ! 

10. Galatians 6:7, 8, 

11. It is expressive of the deep plow- 
ing of conviction and repentance. 


WHEATON, ILL. 
ve 


Christadelphianism 
(Continued from second page) 


phianism” the following points are 
taken: 

“Christadelphians believe that the 
Lord Jesus Christ was not divine, but 
merely a man —- thus aiming a fatal blow 
at the whole scheme of redemption.” 

They deny the atoning value of the 


death of Christ. 
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They deny the divine personality of 
the Holy Spirit. 

They deny the personality of the 
Devil, and the reality of hell, and teach 
“conditional immortality.” 

The chapter on “Christafelphianism” 
was written by A. J, Pollock. He quotes 
from the sect’s literature to support his 
statements, and gives Scripture to ex- 
pose the errors of the system. 


% 


The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, May 7 


“Whatever He Would Have Me Do” 
(1 Sam, 3:1-10; Isa. 6:8; John 2:5) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


PPROPRIATELY for the - Sunday 
that is being observed as Vocations 
Day, the topic is chosen from that por- 
tion of the Christian Endeavor Pledge, 
or Covenant, which reads, “Trusting in 
the Lord Jesus Christ for strength, I 
promise Him that I will strive to do 
whatever He would like to have me do.” 
In the past three meetings we have 
already considered three other parts of 
this covenant which have to do with 
prayer, reading the Bible, and church 
activity. This week’s topic is all-in- 
clusive, for if we do whatever God would 
have us do, we shall read the Scriptures 
and pray and seek to serve Him in our 
church. However, the particular empha- 
sis this week is to be upon choosing a 
lifework, and the development of the 
topic in this week’s meeting should make 
it clear that to Christian young people 
it is not so much a matter of selecting 
some worth-while and commendable 
lifework, or even some full-time Chris- 
tian service, that may appeal to them, 
but rather it is a’ matter of finding out, 
first of all, what God would have them 
do, and then choosing to do what He 
wants, 
we 


First, let us understand that God has 
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a right to our obedience to His will. He 
has a right as our Creator, for it “is he 
that hath made us, and not we ourselves” 
(Psa. 100:3). 

He has a right as our Redeemer. We 
are “bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:19, 
20), and we are not our own. 

He has a right as our Lord. If we call 
him “Lord,” it is a recognition of His 
absolute authority. How then can we 
choose to do other than what He de- 
sires? 

oe 

Secondly, we need to recognize that 
God's will is the best thing that can 
happen to us. No desire or plan of our 
own can possibly bring us as much joy 
and peace and real blessing as can His 
plan. We are told that His will is “per- 
fect” (Rom. 12:2). It is “reasonable” 
and “acceptable” (Rom. 12:1, 2). It is 
“good” (Luke 2:14; Matt. 7:11). 

se 

Thirdly, the Lord Jesus has set us an 
example in choosing God’s will. In 
Psalm 40:8 we read that God’s will is 
His “delight.” In John 5:30 we find that 
He deliberately sought the Father’s will, 
In John 6:38 we learn that He came to 
do God’s will. He told His disciples that 
the doing of God’s will was his “meat” 
(John 4:34). And from Matthew 26:39, 
42; Mark 14:36; and Luke 22:42 we 
learned that it was Christ’s prayer that 
God’s will might be done, regardless 
of His own will. 

b 4 

The Scripture portions chosen for this 
week’s meeting bring us outstanding 
examples of how two men learned what 
God’s will was and chose to obey. In 
the days of Samuel and Isaiah, however, 
the Scriptures were not yet completed, 
and few men had copies of the writings 
that then existed. It was necessary, 
therefore, for God to speak to men 
directly, as He did to Samuel and Isaiah, 
and sometimes through the prophets, as 
He did to many others. Today we have 
the completed Scripture, and it is un- 
necessary for God to speak to men direct 
or by means of visions. Nevertheless, 
we can know His will, just as truly as 
did men of old to whom He spoke direct. 

God’s will is revealed to men today 
principally through the Scriptures, 
which, if we will faithfully read them, 
and meditate upon them, will teach us 
the broad principles by which God 
directs us. The Psalmist, you will re- 
member, said, “Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psa. 
119: 105). 

Prayer is another means_ through 
which we may know God’s will. We are 
told to “ask, and it shall be given you” 
(Matt. 7:7). That direction and guidance 
are included here is seen from James 
1:5, where we read, “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him.” 

A further means.of knowing God's 
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will is the ministry of the Holy Spirit, 
whom! God has given to every believer 
that He might abide forever. It is the 
Holy Spirit's work to reveal the things 
of Christ to believers, to illumine the 
Scriptures, and, by His quiet impress 
upon the heart, to move believers to do 
God’s will. 

The counsel of trusted and experi- 
enced Christian friends is another means 
that God often uses to help us know 
His will. Often a godly Sunday school 
teacher or pastor has been used of God 
to steer young people into the way that 
God has marked out for them. 

Finally, providential circumstances will 
sometimes help us to know what God’s 
will is, for example, the opening of one 
door and the closing of another. 

Just one word of caution is needed 
hete, however. All five of these helps 
to knowing God’s will work to- 
gether.* For example, the advice of 
friends that is contrary to the Scrip- 
tures cannot be trusted. Likewise, we 
cannot expect providential circum- 
stances to direct us, if we are not pray- 
ing and faithfully reading the Word. 


_ But used all together they will ahd can 


direct us in the way God would have 
us go. 
se 


There are certain conditions, however, 
that God asks of all those who would 
know His will. First of all, the individ- 
ual must belong to Him. Did you ever 
try to steer a car that belonged to an- 
other and was being driven by the 
owner? God cannot steer us in His way 
until we belong to Him through faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and until we 
have yielded our all into His hands, and 
have taken our hands off the wheel of 
our lives (Rom, 12:1, 2). 

Then we must really want to do His 
will above everything else (John 7:17). 
So many young people seek to know what 
God's will is for their lives just so they 
may then decide whether or not they 
want to do it. We dare not substitute 
curiosity for a willingness to do His 
will. But, once having made the de- 
cision that we will do what He wants, 
Tegardless of the cost, we have a claim 
upon God for revealing just what His 
will is, 

Then God expects us to come to -Him 
for instruction, in our daily prayer time. 
With tho best of. intentions, some young 
folks rush about seeking to serve God 
by doing this or that which may not be 
His-will at all for them. He will ‘direct 
us. if we will but vive Him the ‘oppor- 
tunity by going to Him and asking for 
direction, and refusing to move one step 
along the way until we know what He 
Wants of us. 

Finally, He longs that each of us 
Might have a disposition of willingness 
to obey implici‘ly the moment we know 
What His will is. Grudging, or reluc- 
fant, or delayed obedience is neither 
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pleasing nor honoring to our Heavenly 
Father, any more than it would be to 
an earthly Father. 

Have you met God’s conditions? Then 
you may know what His will is, not nec- 
essarily for your whole life all at once, 
but step by step as you need to know. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
4 


Alas! how many prayers are wishes, 
sent up for a short time and then for- 
gotten, or sent up year after year as a 
matter of duty, while we rest content 
with the prayer without the answet.— 
Andtew Murray, in “With Christ in the 
School of Prayer.” 
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Grace Livingston Hill 
BY JEAN KARR 
Her story and her writings 
$1.98 postpaid (published at $2.50) 


ALBION BOOKSHOP 
1768 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. Washington 6, D. C. 
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Urgent Work Te Be Done 


& MINUTES BEFORE 12 O°CLOCK! 


Our foreign and national workers by radio, tent, and literature evangelism are reaching the children, 
and adults of war- weary Europe. 
Pray for the vital RADIO MINISTRY covering Europe in 3 great languages. 


EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, INC. 


JAMES A STEWART, Founder and Geneial Director 


139 Alfred Street, Sarnia, Ontario, Canade 











The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 


school. 


Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 








Just off the Press! 


We dare not neglect China! 


by Fred John Meldau 


Dr. Edman of Wheaton says: 


57 Reasons Why We Know 
the Bible Is the Word of God 


by Fred John Meldau, 4th edition. Un- 
answerable proof of Divine inspiration. 


.00 and receive Christian Victory 


()) Send $ 
.00.and receive 


(2) Send 


Nome. 


BLEEDING CHINA 


Truth that outthrills fiction! An account of 
God's present day miracles in the amazing 
career of HERMAN BECKER of China’s famed 
Famine Orphanage. By Fred John Meldau. 


Paper $1, cloth $1.50, postpaid. 


Mystery at Shadow Mountain 


Christian fiction at its best. The Gospel permeates this 
fascinating tale of high odventure in the high Rockies. 
“A very human end excit- 
ing story, wholesome, exhilarating, excellent presen- 
tation of the Gospel.” Cloth binding $2.00 postpaid. 


by Testo, Shields and 
Meldau 
64 pp. 20 nating. 32 pp. 10 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFERS (for a limited time) 


zine Ney ) 
C.V. Magazine and “Mystery 
(3) Send $4.00 and receive one each of above six 


CHRISTIAN VICTORY PUBLISHERS 2909 Umotilic St Denver 11, Colo. 


(Choice Christian Literature at. a Saving 


Unusual Opportunity for High Quality Material at a low Price. 


Christian Victory 
Magazine 


Monthly treasure store of 
choice spirituol material. 64 
poges packed with the best of 
fundamental articles in 15 de- 
partments. 

$2.00 a year; 20c a copy 


More Abundant Life 


edition of the 


Gospel of John 
eee in 10 languages) 
The explanatory foot notes 
multiply the force of the Word. , 
A powerful tool for soul win- 
ning. All we ask is @ reading 
and you will be tremendously 

impressed. 
5¢ each; 25 for $1.00 


The Resurrection of 


Jesus the Christ 
by John Fred Meldav. A 
great book of lag 


. Most illumi- 
truth. Art cover. 64 pp 


and o copy of “Bleeding Ching.” 
Mountain.” 
s + the C.V. Magazine. 
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OUR GREATEST OFFER 


| To acquaint you with THE REVIVALIST, | 

| a large bi-weekly Christian paper, edited by 
Rev. George Sullivan a al. ay used Baptist 
pastor and evangelist, carrying evangelistic and 
prophetic messages, along with other news 

| teuns, we are making this unusual offer. 

| You get THE REVIVALIST 8 full months 

for only $1.00 (Canada $1.50). In addition 

we are sending the editor’s new book on 

prophecy FREE. 

| The book contains the following important 

messages: | 


“Noah's Neighbors” 





1. 

2. “One Bible Prophecy That MUST Be Ful- 
filled Before Jesus Comes”’ | 

3. “A Kidnapping the F.B.1. Cannot Solve” | 

4, “When God Drops His A-Bomb” 

5. “The Beast and His Mark” 

6. “The Battle of Armageddon” 

7. “The Coming Kingdom’”’ 


ORDER NOW FROM: 


THE REVIVALIST 
Dept. ST2 1314 E. Cherry St., Sherman, Texas 








—_—_—_—_—————— 











DEPARTMENT SS 


TAYLOR UNIVERSITY 
UPLAND, INDIANA 














The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 





regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 
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With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Fimes Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 


This, My Brother. By Mrs. Argye M. 
Briggs. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) The author 
gained recognition as a writer of fic- 
tion when she produced her first novel, 
“Root Out of Dry Ground,” winning 
her publisher’s award for the best work 
submitted in a contest. Once again she 
has produced a novel that throbs with 
the realities of life. The.reader is led 
into a sympathetic sharing of the cir- 
cuimstances and to a desire for certain 
outcomes of the events portrayed, 

Woven around the life of Josh Ken- 
yon, his brother Ran, and a Negro boy, 
Evart, in the oil-producing section of 
Texas, the tale follows Josh from a self- 
sufficient individual until he becomes a 
child of God, and one sees changes in 
his conduct and desires that should re- 
sult in the life of a saved person. 

Josh is exposed to the Gospel through 
his youth from time to time, but avoids 
it constantly, and his hate for his older 
brother Ran and his father grows. A 
great disaster in the oil refinery where 
he works results in the death of his 
friend and co-worker and a miraculous 
deliverance for himself, 

Restlessness and fretfulness toward 
life reach a climax when his second 
child is born dead and Josh takes his 
gun and drives off with the intentions 
of ending it all. But the Spirit of God 
has been wooing him, and his mind turns 
to such Scriptures as, “Whom the Lord 
loveth, he chasteneth” and “Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden .. .” and finally Josh cries out, 
“Jesus Christ, my Lord and my God.” 
The author describes the scene: “Hum- 
bly, miserably, Josh Kenyon knelt be- 
fore his God and prayed, ‘If there is 
any release from all this — this —hat- 
ing—If there is any rest in You, let 
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me find it —I can’t go on this way,’ and 
as he knelt there in the sunset light al] 
the years of confusion, the irritations of 
preachings and exhortations, all the 
times of words, of arguments and of 
theology fell away. And pride and the 
certainties of himself re away, too.” 

His Christian wife r@€joices, and to. 
gether they grow in grace and the 
knowledge of the Lord, The son becomes 
a preacher, and the story closes with Dea- 
con Josh Kenyon giving Communion to 
his colored friend, Evart, and _ the 
author’s concluding statement, “One 
Lord, oné faith, one baptism.” 


Dust or Destiny. By F. Alton Everest, 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; 35 cents, 
paper.) The author, a Bible-believing 
scientist, is associate director of the 
Moody Institute of Science. With a 
broad background of. training and ex. 
perience in electrical engineering, he 
writes about the human ear, eye, heart, 
and hand: the radar system used by 
the bat: the miracle of bird migration; 
the amazing habits of the grunion: all 
with the desire to inspire faith in the 
Creator. In a final, brief passage Mr. 
Everest preaches the Gospel, making the 
booklet an altogether effective and en- 
lightening apologetic. It is appealing to 
the eye as well as interesting and con- 
vincing. Christians should lend or give 
it to their skeptical friends. The booklet 
follows the colored moving picture en- 
titled “Dust or Destiny,” one of the four 
magnificent films issued by the Moody 
Bible Institute. The others are: “God 
of Creation,” “God of the Atom,” and 
“Voice of the Deep.” 


How to Teach the Bible. By Joseph 
M. Gettys. (John Knox Press, Richmond 
9, Va., $2.) As to methods, here is an 
up-to-date approach to a vital problem. 
The author skillfully and enthusiasti- 
cally discusses methods of presenting a 
lesson, the importance of planning a les- 
son, of properly introducing the lesson, 
and of bringing it to life. The book 
was written to provide help especially 
for teachers of young people and adults, 
Putting into practice the principles ex- 
pounded would undoubtedly improve 
the work of scores of well-intentioned 
but inadequately-trained Sunday school 
teachers. 

As to theology, objectionable state- 
ments and recommendations are made. 
The author seems to question the ver- 
acity of the very Scriptures he is anxious 
to have men know how to teach. For 
example, speaking of the Bible as “es- 
sentially a religious book,” he says (Pp. 
16), “Its authority for faith arid life does 
not depend on the correctness of its sci- 
entific predictions but on the revelation 
of its spiritual truth” Reference is 
made (p. 127) to “the premillenarian 
theory” of Jesus’ return. And so om 
The new “Westminster Study Bible” 
noted for its Modernistic annotations, is 
recommended by Dr. Gettys as “a valu- 
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investment” for the very things (its prints from the old masters while others 
.” and cul which make it objectionable, Dr. come from artists less known. Each, The Iudia VWlission 
‘ht all Gettys also names the “Abingdon Bible however, has beneath it three lines of Room 311 Elyria Block Elyria, Ohio 
ns of Commentary,” admittedly Liberal, as a simple explanation at the Beginner and ; hing, Feith Missi 
1 the basic help in Bible study. Primary group levels. An example is 
nd of “The Widow’s Mite,” beneath which we 
d the Gesenius’ Hebrew and Chaldee Lexi- ead: 
0.” con to the Old Testament Scriptures. “I haven’t much money,” said the lady, 
d to Translated by Amuel Prideaux Lis ee “But I'll give to God all I have.” 
. LL.D.. with an exhaustive Engfsh ; “Her gift looks big to God, said Jesus. 
1 the les, , P Five of the picture-stories are taken 
comes index of more than 12,000 entries. (Wm. t ie Od Testament ‘and the rest 
Desk B, Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, oo) ee —— oles 
a to Mich., $7.50.) Wilhelm Gesenius was the "© from ‘We Wte of our Lord om, 
| the great master of Hebrew lexicography. The Story of Jesus. By Harriet I. 
“One Although he died in 1842, his extensive Fisher. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 35 
studies of the meaning of Hebrew words’ cents, paper.) The ‘Moody Classics are 
have formed the basis of most Hebrew familiar to most Christian workers, and 
erest, dictionaries since that time. Successive Aunt Harriet, queen of storytellers, has reuse - 
cents, editors have issued new editions of his here added to the list a simple account led; 2 
leving famous Hebrew-German dictionary,even of our Lord’s life—“How He Came,” 
f the during the present century. “What He Did,” and “How He Died and =| 
ith a English translations of various editions Rose Again.” Her conversational style 
d ex- of Gesenius’ Dictionary were made dur- is so attractive that one can almost catch 
g. he ing his lifetime by three different schol- the tones in such sentences as, “What 
heart, ars, and by a fourth shortly after his a blunder I have made to expect the 
sd by death. The last of these, that by S, P. Roman and the Greek to honor the birth OXFORD BIBLE 
a Tregelles, is now reprinted and once of our Lord! How stupid Iam!” And 
n; a more made available to English-speaking then, “Disappointed again! Sad to re- ? 
n the students of the Hebrew Bible. agers late, even God’s own nation was not America’s Gift Bible since 1676 
e Mr. S. P. Tregelles was a noted British Preparing for the coming of the prom- Your bookstore has ee fine 
1g the evangelical scholar. His labors have ised One.” For the most part the nar- editions for vour selection. 
d en- contributed much to our understanding ‘rative follows along with the Scripture, $1.65 to $250.00 
ing to of both the Hebrew Old Testament and but occasionally a fresh illustration 
: aa the Greek New Testament. He was dis- 
ev satisfied with the previous English trans- y yyyywesmMét. 4 
bokiet lations of Gesenius, not only because yy Y// Wy Uf YY VY //cdlee _ 
e & they did not present the latest results Qj / ccs Yi 9 
p tom of his research, but also because they — J N : 
Moody made no attempt to indicate those points T ( 
E Ge where German rationalism colored the H AT - Yyy 
and interpretations that were given. Tre- YY 
gelles aimed to issue a work which — lice! Christianity’ ty yy 
‘oseph should be completely scholarly and also oe Ng epg - sed P. “ee Ch er x 
oni thoroughly Christian. appeals fora Uni rotestan urch now 
Oe eee ony ae ...in the APRIL MOODY MONTHLY! 
— ae en *remartan 4 » bean sat HAROLD S. LAIRD, pastor and conference speaker, Wilmington, Del. 
ting @ lished. This was produced by two Union “It is not church union we need, but a Church united to Christ. 
a les- Seminary Modernists, together with a O. A. GEISEMAN, pastor, Grace Lutheran Church, River Forest, IIl. 
esson, noted English Liberal. It was a volu- “Real union will have to be wrought by the Spirit of God.” 
book minous work, embodying the results of C. J. WOODBRIDGE, pastor, Independent Presbyterian Church 
cially as up to the time of its publica- “Beware of unification which threatens the faith of your fathers,” 
\dults. (1891-1906), and has been greatly 
2s EX. used by Hebrew students ever since. - -- AND OTHERS! 
prove Unfortunately, it has now been out of Start your 5 months’ trial subscription with the April Christian 
tioned pint for a number of years, and Eng- Education Number today for only $1.00! 
school lish and American students of the He- © Eight full length articles © DVBS helps * Special features 


brew Bible have been severely handi- 

state- tapped by inability to obtain a scholarly 
made. Hebrew dictionary. In reissuing this 
» ver- translation by Tregelles the Eerdmans 
ixious Publishing Company is rendering a 
For Steatly needed service to sound Biblical 


@ Golden Anniversary reprints * Your Questions Answered, etc. 
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ATTENTION: 


Ministers, missionaries, and Christian 
workers. When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it con- 
venient and economical to stop at 

THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
340 West 55th Street New York 19 
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sheds new light on its spiritual mean- 
ing. The last chapter bears the fitting 
title, “What He Is Doing Now, and Why 
He Is Coming Again.” 


The New Testament in Cros# Word 
Puzzles. By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson. 
(W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; $1.25.) 
“My-soul-doth-magnify-the Lord” are 
the emphasized words in the crossword 
puzzle shown on the jacket of this new 
puzzle book. Many of the puzzles have 
such Bible texts incorporated in them. 
There are fifty-two puzzles on the New 
Testament, each with a subject heading 
and many of them based on a particular 
chapter, which is also indicated in the 
heading. The verse reference is given 
at the end of the quotation. The puzzles 
are not too difficult, but are’ thought- 
provoking and will refresh the minds 
and hearts of all those who search the 
Scriptures for the answers. For the 
convenience of those who need them, 
solutions are given in the back of the 
book. 


Story Sermons and Plans for the 
Junior Church. By Marian Walter Gann- 
away. (Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville 2, Tenn., $2.) In an introduc- 
tory chapter the author discusses at some 
length the plans and possibilities of the 
Junior Church, its organization and its 
program. Then follows a number of 
attractive story sermons for children 
and young people. They are inspiring 
and practical, with a warm personal 
touch, and a kindly but unmistakable 
applicatidn. Some are based upon Bible 
stories and teachings, as the excellent 
group of six on the meaning of the Ten 
Commandments for children. Another 
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THAT BRING STUDENTS EAGERLY — REGULARLY 


he lesson materials for the 1950 Concordia 

V.B.S. Series are based on the theme, “Jesus, 
Our Lord and Savior”. They have grown out 
of successful past experience, and are now 
even further improved. The lessons are inter- 
esting and attention-compelling; and are 
arranged so that the children of every age 
group study the same subject at the same 
time. This permits one teacher to handle sev- 
eral departments, where desired. Each work- 
book provides materials for a 3-week session. 


The Concordia V.B.S. Material is complete — 
including Handicraft, Registration-Attendance 
Certificates of Recognition, 
Reports, Posters, Banners, Dodgers, Buttons, 


Cards, 


Gifts, and Awards. 


aft 


complete 1950 Concordia 
V.8.S. Catalog. 


Concordia 
Publishing 


Daily 


ST. LOUIS 18, MO 
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group is on “God in Creation.” Many 
are charmingly told  biographicaj 
sketches. It is truly a worthy and jp. 
forming book, enjoyable both for young 
and old. 


A Treasury of Dwight L. Moody. By 
Harry Albus. (Wm. B, Eerdmans Pyb, 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) The 
year 1949 completed a half century singe 
the death of this man of God, and it 
is fitting that such & book should ap- 
pear in commemoration of that great 
ministry. The volume is in three parts 
Part 1 offers an up-to-date sketch of 
Moody and his secret of success, writ. 
ten by the author himself, in three very 
interesting chapters. Part 2 comprises 
nine selected sermons with a variety of 
topics and themes, taken from different 
volumes that have been published 
through the years. Part 3 is made up 
of two chapters on “The Overcoming 
Life” and “Daniel the Prophet,” which 
are full length doctrinal and biographi- 
cal treatments, respectively. These are 
very fine indeed. The book is refresh. 
ing and “different”; it will doubtless 
have a wide reading. 


The Foreign Missions Controversy in 
the Northern Baptist Convention. By 
Chester E. Tulga, D.D. (Conservative 
Baptist Fellowship, 352 Wellington Ave, 
Chicago 14; 75 cents, paper; $1.50, cloth) 
Those who have to comment on the 
ological conflicts in the churches are the 
constant recipients of angry letters of 
protest. This often, if not usually, is 
because the indignant writers are ill- 
informed as to the history and signifi- 
cance of the controversy. In Dr. Tulga’s 
record of “thirty years of struggle for 
a pure missionary testimony,” we havea 
painstaking, accurate study of the oper- 
ations and personalities involved in the 
movement now rending the Northern 
Baptist churches, weakening their for- 
eign missionary witness, and causing 
the departure of members and the 
growth of prosperous new organizations, 
loyal to Scripture. There is a definite- 
ness and concreteness to Dr. Tulga’s his- 
torical exposition. The significant cases 
that have shocked so many evangelical 
loyalists into departure from the North- 
ern Baptist Convention appear one after 
another, the Fielder case, the Hartley 
ease, the Gilbert case, the Randle case, 
the Phelps case, the case of the card- 
playing missionary, Miss Burnham, of 
the profane Dr. Seagraves. One learns 
of the Franklins, the Enslins, the Po- 
teats, the Frederick Andersons, the Rob- 
ert Beavens, the Pettys; also of those 
who have withstood them, Dr. W. B. 
Riley, Mrs. H. W. Peabody, Dr. Thomas, 
Dr. Hinson, Dr. Laws, Dr. Goodchild, 
Dr. John R. Straton. The fight is still 
going on. This book of Dr. Tulga’s will 
enable Northern Baptists to take position 
intelligently on the battle line. 

Meanwhile on the foreign field a grad- 
ual decline, following the substitution 
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sthool teaching for evangelism, is slowly, 
perhaps not so slowly, sapping the life 
in Asia and elsewhere of the American 
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society as of 
other older church societies. 


The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. By 
the Rev. W. J. Conybeare, M.A., and 
the Very Rev. J. S. Howson, D.D. (Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $5.) No theological library is com- 
plete without this standard work. The 
publishers should be thanked for mak- 
ing it available in a new edition, one 
volume, uncondensed, at a price that is 
in keeping with the limited income of 
Many a student and minister of the 
Gospel. Here is a “living picture of St. 
Paul himself, and of the circumstances 
by which he was surrounded.” The 
authors have missed very little, if any- 
thing, of the life and times of the great 
‘pestle. Historical perspectives, geo- 
Staphical backgrounds, philosophical in- 

social, moral, and religious 
tonditions are all discussed in great 
and in very readable language. 
Free translations of all the Pauline 
(Hebrews included), and copious 
throughout the volume throw- 

We atonal light on many subjects 
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referred to in the body of the book, 
make this an exhaustive treatise. Cony- 
beare and Howson were scholars worthy 
of the name who were at the same time 
humble, spiritually minded believers in 
the Bible as the inspired Word of God. 
They expressed the hope that their 
book would be “useful in strengthening 
the hearts of some against ... unbe- 
lief .. .” so current in their day. “ Such 
a book is no less needed and useful 
today. 
ye 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


May 1 to 7 


Mon.—Hosea 4:1-9. 
“Destroyed for Lack of Knowledge.” 


PRAYER SuGGEsSTIONS: “My people are 
destroyed for lack of knowledge.” Igno- 
rance is dangerous; yes, deadly. But 
ignorance of God is the worst state any 
soul can know. It is not good that the 
soul be without knowledge. Yet by neg- 
lecting to give out the Word of God, 
Christians, the teachers of them that 
know not God, consent to leaving sinners 
in moral and spiritual darkness. No one 
can escape the pollution that is in the 
world without the knowledge of the 
Lord. Multitudes around you “have not 
the knowledge of God.” And as Paul 
says, “I speak this to your shame” (1 
Cor. 15:34). Pray that you mat be will- 
ing to use providential opportunities for 
giving the light of the knowledge of 
God to others, 
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Did the STORK Bring Me? 


How to tell children about sex in a Christian 
manner, explained in February issue; other 
fine advice; simple family devotions. $2 year, 
sample 10 cents. 


CHRISTIAN PARENT MAGAZINE 
Box 8 Highland, Illinois 








Favorite Hymns of Famous People 





COAST TO COAST + EVERY TUESDAY AFTERNOON 
CLUB ALUMINUM PRODUCTS CO.—Chicago 14, Illinois 
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J Rod of God Books 


A quick way to reach friends and loved ones 
for Christ conveniently and economically. 
' CLIP HERE oe oe oe oe oe oe oe 
items you want below: 

0 kee b setts Fores and Tender Grapes, by Elmer Piper. 
. Five powerful gospel messages which have al al- 
win thousands to Christ. 64 pages. 
ie m1 gene nes Out of the Rubbish, by Bill Piper, 35c. 
Seven Spirit-filled sermons on the way to revival. 
ean, Pres. Christ For 





‘Introduction by Horace F 
America. 92 pages 
Dead Men Made Alive, by Bill Piper, 85¢. Thir- 
teen Gtisring, gos cat conse. A challenge in every 
chapter. Just o' 9 pages 
0 The Way of re woke, by Elmer Piper, 35¢ 
Fourteen great Bible sermons showing the plan o of 
splenic and service. Completely sevieed eosthd 
Ss. 


64 page: 
Ci the Rod of God, fast growing evangelistic 
monthly paper. Sermons by leading epues. 
Features tee ye ~~ and old. Revival news. Bible 
tions answered. U.S.A. $1.00. Other countries $1. 


Enclosing $ 

Name___ 

Addr 
« City. 


for items checked above. § 


























WANTED 


Book 
MISSIONARIES 


SELL BIBLES, BOOKS, MOTTOES, GREETING CARDS 
RIGHT IN YOUR HOME COMMUNITY ... 


Areal Christian service jt MOODY PRESS 
with a profit for you. | #20. LeSalle Street © Chicago 10, illinois 


Write for details tedayt | o"*— 


Dept. S70!b 

















ENJOYABLE VACATIONS 








The Christian Fellowship cruise each summer, under the 
auspices of The Sunday School Times, is unexcelled for 
efficient operation, leadership, and good fellowship. Enroll 
with the 1950 party leaving July 3, if you wish to travel to 
Alaska, and you will thoroughly enjoy that wonderful trip. 


However, if you have seen Alaska or wish another western trip, may we help 


you plan? Here are suggestions: 


Yellowstone, $196.28 
Canadian Rockies and Pacific NAW., 


Colorado and Yellowstone, $246.29 
$332.02 


California and Pacific N. W., $350.12 


Quotations cover complete all-expense trips from Chicago 
Please write for Free Travel Literature, Itineraries and Costs from Your Home City. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY 


Department 
703 Northern Pacific Bidg., St. Paul 1, Minn. 
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HOW MUCH OF THE BIBLE 
DO YOU KNOW? 


Whar do you know about CHRIST? His Deity? 
Humanity — Bl —Doctrine of Salvation? 
How much do you know about Prayer—The 
Two Resurrections—Eternal Life? 

We have a plan whereby you may KNOW 
these things. 


Our 100 excellent subjects in leaflet form are just 
what you need for your Sunday school or Bible 
class. Descriptive folder without obligation. 


THE UNION BIBLE STUDY ASSOCIATION 
2635 Lenape Road, Box A, Philadelphia 31, Pa. 
Established 1889 











JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


Brown Military Academy of the Ozarks 
Siloam Springs and Sulphur Springs, Ark. 
All Grades Through 4-Years College 


c lical « Interd seeks j R | 





degrees in numerous fields of Vocational 
Specialization. 


Summer Term Begins June 3 
Dr. John E. Brown, Founder 


For full information, address: 


John E. Brown, Jr. - a President 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for May 7) Apr. 22, 195) 


Tues.—Hosea 6:1-6, 
Goodness, Not Sacrifice.. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I desired mercy, 
and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of 
God more than burnt-offerings.” Piety 
and not platitudes is what God wants of 
His people. Walking in the ways of 
righteousness is more pleasing to Him 
than talking religion. The form of re- 
ligion without its spirit characterized 
the religion of Israel in the time of 
Christ. This sort of thing is to be evi- 
denced by multitudes in the latter days 
of church history. What are God-fear- 
ing people doing about this trend? Let 
us obey the exhortation in 1 Timothy 
4:16. Pray for a great revival of piety 
among all the people of God. 


Wed.—Hosea 8:1-7. : 
Reaping the Whirlwind. 
PRAYER SuccEsTiIons: “They have sown 
the wind, and they shall reap the whirl- 
wind.” The type of sinner mentioned 
in the first chapter of Proverbs will ex- 
perience destruction as with a whirl- 
wind (Prov. 1:27). Nations that fight 
against God shall be as a “rolling thing 
before the whirlwind” (Isa. 17:13). A 
continuing whirlwind shall fall upon the 
wicked (Jer. 30:23). The whirlwind 
represents the fierce anger of the Lord. 











slow disfigurement. 


everlasting? 


Dear Friends: 





THIS TOT DOES NOT KNOW 
SHE HAS LEPROSY.... 


With just a little help from you, 
she may never have to know! 


This tiny Korean girl, Chaisoon, who gazes 
out at you is too young to be told the fear- 
ful truth. Her eyes speak to you only with 
the trusting simplicity of childhood. Will 
these same eyes darken with the pain of 
disease and desolation? 
You hold the answer. 
depth of your Christian concern will tell 
the story. Here is why: 

Loving care and modern drugs can nurse 
Chaisoon back to health. She can be saved from a life of lonely exile and 
Trained Christian workers stand ready to give her the 
necessary medical treatment, and bring her the Gospel of the risen Saviour. 
Many of the things Chaisoon must have—medicine, food, and clothing—take 
money. How much money? Eight pennies a day is enough. Thirty dollars 
for one year can save this child from a life of misery. > 


Just a little money for just a little girl....Is your Christian 
love this Easter deep enough to give her life now—and life 
Send her your gift today! 


AMERICAN LEPROSY MISSIONS, INCORPORATED 
File 8-A, 156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 


Ienclose my Easter gift of $...... 
support of Christian leprosy missions. 


ee 
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And that anger takes different forms.¢ 
punishment. Pray for all evangelists, 


Thurs.—Hosea 10:9-13, 
“Time To Seek the Lord” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It is time to 
seek the Lord.” Experience of suffering 
for sins seems to be a sad necessity be. 
fore some people will seek the Lor. 
They seem to have to reap from their 
sowing iniquity before they will listen 
to calls to repentance. It was so with 
Israel. She had to be burned with fire 
and harrowed by tribulation before she 
would seek the Lord. In her trouble 
she sought Him earnestly. Many in our 
day have trusted in their own way, and 
have found it a bitter and evil thing to 
depart from the living God. Such a time 
is high time to seek the Lord. Pray 
that Christians everywhere will awake 
to righteousness, and sow the same; for 
“it is time to- seek the Lord.” 


Fri—Isaiah 1:2-9. A Sinful Nation. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Ah sinful nation, 
a people laden with iniquity, a seed of 
evildoers, children that are corrupters: 
they have forsaken the Lord.” This 
may be said of many nations today. Our 
own favored country has its own plague 
spots. Evil tends to spread and is gain- 
ing rapidly in these days of prosperity, 
Multitudes have forgotten God. Pleas. 
ures are making multitudes forget the 
pleasures of piety. But it is still writ- 
ten: “Righteousness exalteth a nation: 
but sin is a reproach to any people” 
Pray for your country. 


Sat.—Ezekiel 20:10-17. 
Spared by the Lord. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Nevertheless 
mine eye spared them from destroying 
them, neither did I make an end of them 
in the wilderness.” The _ intercessions 
of .Moses pleading the mercy of God, 
and the honor of His name among the 
nations, were graciously accepted, and 
the nation. was not overthrown in the 
wilderness. Let us also learn to prevail 
in prayer for the salvation of our loved 
ones. With mighty wrestlings, in some 
cases, we must plead at the mercy seat, 
for their salvation. For whom are you 
standing in the gap? Pray with faith and 
patience for the conversion of your 
unsaved loved ones. 
Sun.—Psalm 121. Help From the Lord. 

PRAYER SvuccesTions: “My help 
cometh from the Lord, which made 
heaven and earth.” And all-sufficient 
is His help. Who has an arm and a 
heart to help like God? His under- 
standing is infinite; His compassions 
fail not; His power is infinite; and His 
mercy is everlasting. Who is like unto 
the Lord our God? He is a refuge for 
all that are oppressed. And His in- 
vitation is, “Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy. laden, and I will 
give you rest.” Come in Jesus’ name, 
for His love is ever the same. Pray 
for every troubled child of God, espe- 
cially for those in Europe and Asia, 
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